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Entrance Hymn        Lo, He Comes

Entrance Antiphon
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

Introductory Rites

Psalm 25.1-3



3

Kyrie: (Repeat after the cantor)

Penitential Act

Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

All strike their breast, saying:

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest 	   May almighty God have mercy on us,
           	   forgive us our sins,
           	   and bring us to everlasting life.

People	   Amen.

Collect

Or the priest may use the alternate form of the Penitential Rite with three 
invocations, after which all sing:
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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Isaiah 2.1-5
This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days 
to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest 
mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many 
peoples shall come and say: “Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his 
paths.” For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. 
They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war 
again. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Lector: The Word of the Lord.			           People: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Romans 13.11-14
Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from 
sleep. For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; the night is 
advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies 
and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in rivalry and jealousy. But put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.			            People: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 122.1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem. Response.

Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. Response.

According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David. Response.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings. Response.

Because of my brothers and friends
I will say, “Peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will pray for your good. Response.
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Homily

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. 
They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be 
also at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will 
be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 
taken, and one will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which 
day your Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the 
hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let 
his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do 
not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.         People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Matthew 24.37-44

Deacon: The Lord be with you.				                
People: And with your spirit.

Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Show us, Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation. Response.
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Profession of Faith  (spoken slowly and reverently)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

Bow profoundly during these two lines

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Bidding Prayers

The Collection
The offering is for the support of the parish, and envelopes for the Guatemalan Mission and 
Christmas Flowers may also be placed in this collection.
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Offertory Hymn O Come, Divine Messiah

Psalm 25.1-3Offertory Antiphon
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I have trusted; let me not be 
put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be 
put to shame.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
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Offertory Anthem

Conditor alme siderum					                   Chant
Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light. O Christ, Redeemer of 
us all, we pray you hear us when we call. In sorrow that the ancient curse should 
doom to death a universe, you came, O Savior, to set free your own in glorious 
liberty. When this old world drew on t’ward night, you came; but not in splendor 
bright. Not as a monarch, but the child of Mary, blameless mother mild. At your 
great Name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow. All things on 
earth with one accord, like those in heav’n shall call you Lord. Come in your holy 
might, we pray redeem us for eternal day; defend us while we dwell below, from all 
assaults of our dread foe. To God Creator, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three 
in One, praise, honor, might and glory be from age to age eternally.

Priest  	       Pray, brethren, 
            	      that my sacrifice and yours
            	      may be acceptable to God, 
            	      the Almighty Father.

People 	      May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
             	      for the praise and glory of his name,
            	      for our good
                   and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer Over the Offerings



Preface Dialogue

Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus
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Mystérium Fídei (The Mystery of Faith)

The Great Amen				      arr. by Judy Franzen
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Communion Rite

Priest       The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People     And with your spirit.

Priest       At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

People     Our Father, who art in heaven,
                hallowed be thy name;
                thy kingdom come,
                thy will be done
                on earth as it is in heaven.
                Give us this day our daily bread,
                and forgive us our trespasses,
                as we forgive those who trespass against us;
                and lead us not into temptation,
                but deliver us from evil.

Priest       Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
                graciously grant peace in our days,
                that, by the help of your mercy,
                we may be always free from sin
                and safe from all distress,
                as we await the blessed hope
                and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Priest       Lord Jesus Christ,
                who said to your Apostles:
                Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
                look not on our sins,
                but on the faith of your Church,
                and graciously grant her peace and unity
                in accordance with your will.
                Who live and reign for ever and ever.

People     Amen.



Agnus Dei

Priest      Behold the Lamb of God,
                behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
                Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

People     Lord, I am not worthy
                that you should enter under my roof,
                but only say the word
                and my soul shall be healed.
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An Act of Spiritual Communion

Lord Jesus, I love you above all things. 
How I long to receive you with my brothers 
and sisters at the table you have prepared. 

But since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
the holy sacrament of your Body and Blood, 

I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit 
and nourish me with your holy presence. 

I unite myself completely to you; 
never permit me to be separated from your love. 

Amen.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.

Psalm 85.13

14
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Communion Motet

Sweet Sacrament	    George Herbert; Romischkatholiches Gesangbuch

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath, such a truth as 
ends all strife, such a life as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast, such a feast 
as mends in length, such a strength as makes his guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move, such a love as 
none can part, such a heart as joys in love.



16

Communion Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding
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Concluding Rites

Priest       The Lord be with you.
People     And with your spirit.

Priest       May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People     Amen.

Deacon    Go in peace.
People     Thanks be to God.

During Mass at St Mary’s, the priest and people face the same direction 
at the altar, a custom that was once universal in the Catholic Church but 
until recently has been rare in the Ordinary Form of the Roman Rite. 
For an explanation of this practice, please visit our parish website, www.
smcgvl.org, and look for the link entitled Facing East to Pray.

Page four: Bartolomeo Gennari. Isaiah. (17th century).

Page nine: Sano Di Pietro. Initial O depicting God creating the stars. (15th century).

Page eleven: Juan de Juanes (Vincente Juan Masip). The Last Supper. (c. 1562).

Page fourteen: Unknown artist. Christ In the Beginning. Aberdeen Bestiary. (12th century).

Page fifteen: Juan de Juanes. Christ the Saviour with the Eucharist. (c 1545).

Please join us

today at 5.00 pm 
for

Solemn Vespers
of the

First Sunday of Advent
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From the office of Readings

for the first sunday of advent

We do not preach only one coming of Christ, but a second as well, much more glorious than the 
first. The first coming was marked by patience; the second will bring a crown of a divine kingdom.

In general, what relates to our Lord Jesus Christ has two aspects. There is a birth from God before 
the ages, and a birth from a virgin at the fullness of time. There is a hidden coming, like that of 
rain on fleece, and a coming before all eyes, still in the future.

At the first coming he was wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger. At his second coming he 
will be clothed in light as in a garment. In the first coming he endured the cross, despising the 
shame; in the second coming he will be in glory, escorted by an army of angels. We look then 
beyond the first coming and await the second. At the first coming we said: Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. At the second we shall say it again; we shall go out with the angels 
to meet the Lord and cry out in adoration: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

The Savior will not come to be judged again, but to judge those by whom he was judged. At his 
own judgment he was silent; then he will address those who committed the outrages against him 
when they crucified him and will remind them: You did these things, and I was silent.

His first coming was to fulfill his plan of love, to teach men by gentle persuasion. This time, whether 
men like it or not, they will be subjects of his kingdom by necessity. Malachi the prophet speaks of 
the two comings. And the Lord whom you seek will come suddenly to his temple: that is one coming.

Again he says of another coming: Look, the Lord almighty will come, and who will endure the 
day of his entry, or who will stand in his sight? Because he comes like a refiner’s fire, a fuller’s 
herb, and he will sit refining and cleansing.

These two comings are also referred to by Paul in writing to Titus: The grace of God the Savior was 
appeared to all men, instructing us to put aside impiety and worldly desires and live temperately, 
uprightly, and religiously in this present age, waiting for the joyful hope, the appearance of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Notice how he speaks of a first coming for which 
he gives thanks, and a second, the one we still await.

That is why the faith we profess has been handed on to you in these words: He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

Our Lord Jesus Christ will therefore come from heaven. He will come at the end of the world, in 
glory, at the last day. For there will be an end to this world, and the created world will be made new.

 - From a catechetical instruction by Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop
(b. 376; d. 444)
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From the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

It was December, and another Christmas was at our throats. That was the dim view of all things 
Yule taken by the English humorist P.G. Wodehouse, and it is a sentiment most of us can readily 
understand. To avoid the frenzy which induces that feeling, we need to grasp what the Grinch 
perceived with wonder from the summit of Mount Crumpit: That Christmas “came without 
ribbons; it came without tags. It came without packages, boxes or bags.” And the very best way 
to arrive at this insight is to keep a holy Advent.

The twin peaks of the liturgical year are Easter and Christmas, and both of these celebrations are 
preceded by a period of preparation. The purple of penance must come before the gold of glory 
revealed in Christ’s Birth and Resurrection, and this is where the cultural and secular observance 
of Christmas can get in the way of a good Advent. On the radio and at the mall, Christmas has 
already been at our throats for some time, but today is just the first Sunday of Advent. And on 
December 26th when the Church is only beginning to celebrate the liturgical season of Christmas, 
evergreen trees will begin to pile up on the curb and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer will 
disappear until next Halloween. Let’s just say STOP!

We now have four weeks in which to ponder the profound mystery of Christ coming to us for our 
salvation. In the past he did come to suffer and die for us. In the present he does come in Word 
and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. And in the future he will come in glory to judge the 
living and the dead. All three of these “advents” are part of this beautiful season of the liturgy, and 
if we attend to the Church’s rhythm of prayer, penance and preparation, then when Christmas Eve 
arrives, we will not be exhausted; we will be elated.

So, how to do this? 1) Get an Advent wreath and light it at home each night while praying the 
Collect from Mass that day. 2) Pray the Liturgy of the Hours, particularly each Sunday afternoon 
at 5 pm here in the church. 3) Come to Mass on weekdays as often as possible during Advent. 
Weekday Mass has a quiet, meditative quality that steals into our hearts and minds, and Advent 
is deeply enriched by Mass each day. 4) Encourage your family and friends to think of things 
other than packages, boxes or bags. Make a donation in someone’s name to Catholic Charities or 
Catholic Relief Services. Write a letter to someone you love to tell them so. Volunteer to serve 
someone in need. 5) Go to Confession so that your Christmas Communion will truly be holy. 

December is at hand, but another Christmas need not be at our throats. It can be in our hearts with 
joy beyond all telling if we prepare to celebrate the Birth of the Messiah with a worthy Advent.

Father Newman


