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Introductory Rites

Entrance Antiphon
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon 
me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from ev’ry place.

Jeremiah 29.11, 12, 14

Entrance Hymn        Lo, He Comes
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Kyrie

:

::

Music: Vatican Edition VIII; acc. by Richard Proulx

Ky-ri     -      e,                                               *    e          -           le- i -son.

Chri-ste,                                                       e          -            le - i -son.

Ky-ri - e,                                                             e            -            le - i - son.

Ky-ri-e,                  *                                                                 ** e         -        le-i-son.

Penitential Act
Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

All strike their breast, saying:

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest   May almighty God have mercy on us,
             forgive us our sins,
             and bring us to everlasting life.

People  Amen.
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Gloria

Gló- ri - fi - cá-mus  te.             Grá- ti - as   á - gi - mus      ti   -  bi

pro-pter ma-gnam gló - ri - am   tu - am.        Dó-mi-ne De-us,    Rex cae-

lé  -  stis,      De-us,       Pa - ter       om    -   ní    -    po   -   tens.

Dó-mi-ne De-us,        A-gnus De - i,    Fí-li-us         Pa     -    tris.

Dó- mi - ne  Fi - li   u  -  ni - gé - ni - te,       Je   -   su     Chri-ste.

Qui  tol- lis  pec-cá-ta  mun    -   di,          mi-se-ré      -     re    no-bis.

Qui tol- lis pec-cá - ta  mun -  di,          sú -sci-pé       de-pre-ca- ti - ó  -

   nem     no        -       stram.               Qui se - des  ad  déx-te-ram Pa-tris,

mi-se-ré -re  no  -  bis.          Quó - ni - am     tu      so - lus   San - ctus.

Tu so- lus   Dó  -  mi  -  nus.              Tu so- lus  Al  - tís  -  si-mus,

Je   -   su       Chri -  ste.       Cum  San - cto              Spí    -    ri -  tu,

in gló-ri - a  De - i   Pa      -       tris.                 A             -            men.

Gló-ri - a   in  ex-cél-sis  De -  o.        Et  in  ter - ra  pax ho-mí-ni-bus

bo - nae  vo - lun - tá   -   tis.              Lau-dá       -      mus    te.

Be-ne-dí-ci-mus    te.                        A-do-rá     -      mus    te.  
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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Proverbs 31.10-13, 19-20, 30-31
When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls. Her husband, 
entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize. She brings him good, and not 
evil, all the days of her life. She obtains wool and flax and works with loving 
hands. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle. She reaches 
out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy. Charm is deceptive 
and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a 
reward for her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.          People: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5

Blessed are you who fear the Lord,
who walk in his ways!
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored. 

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;
your children like olive plants
around your table. 

Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the Lord.
The Lord bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5.1-6
Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything 
to be written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief at night. When people are saying, “Peace and security,” then 
sudden disaster comes upon them, like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and 
they will not escape.

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like 
a thief. For all of you are children of the light and children of the day. We are not 
of the night or of darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay 
alert and sober.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.            People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 25.14-30

Deacon: The Lord be with you.     
People: And with your spirit.

Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me bears much fruit. Response.



7

Homily

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going on a journey called in his servants 
and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; 
to a third, one – to each according to his ability. Then he went away. Immediately 
the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another 
five. Likewise, the one who received two made another two. But the man who 
received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with 
them. The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional 
five. He said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful 
in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s 
joy.’ Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, ‘Master, 
you gave me two talents. See, I have made two more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will 
give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’ 

Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, ‘Master, 
I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and 
gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent 
in the ground. Here it is back.’ His master said to him in reply, ‘You wicked, lazy 
servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did 
not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could 
have got it back with interest on my return? Now then! Take the talent from him 
and give it to the one with ten. For to everyone who has, more will be given and 
he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth.’”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.          People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Collection
The offering is for the support of the parish, and envelopes for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
and Christmas Flowers may be placed in a collection plate found at each door of the church.

Profession of Faith  (spoken slowly and reverently)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

Bow profoundly during these two lines:

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Bidding Prayers
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Offertory Antiphon
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Out of the 
depths have I cried to you, O Lord.

Psalm 130.1-2

Offertory Hymn On This Day, The First of Days
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Priest         Pray, brethren, 
                   that my sacrifice and yours
                   may be acceptable to God, 
                   the Almighty Father.

People        May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
                    for the praise and glory of his name,
                   for our good
                   and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer Over the Offerings

Offertory Anthem

Wer da gläubet und getauft wird                     Bach
(Mark 16.16)   

Whoever believes and is baptized shall be blessed.



Eucharistic Prayer

Preface Dialogue

Lift       up         your  hearts.       We   lift       them up   to    the   Lord.

The    Lord        be    with    you.       And     with       your  Spir -  it.

Priest:                                                  Assembly:

Let  us  give thanks to  the  Lord   our God.      It    is   right    and   just.

Priest:                                                              Assembly:

Priest:                                                                         Assembly:

Sanctus

ba - oth.       Ple - ni     sunt      cae     -     li       et

ter       -       ra            gló - ri - a         tu         -        a.              Ho-sán  -

  San               -               ctus,   *   San     -     ctus,           San                -

ctus         Dó          -              mi  -  nus      De - us       Sá                          - 

Music: Vatican Edition VIII; acc. by Richard Proulx

 na    in   ex  -  cél        -          sis          Be -ne  -  dí    -     ctus    qui

ve      -      nit         in  nó - mi - ne  Dó   -   mi-ni.            Ho - sán    -

na        in      ex  -  cél                        -                        sis.

11
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Priest       The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People     And with your spirit.

Priest       At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

People     Our Father, who art in heaven,
                hallowed be thy name;
                thy kingdom come,
                thy will be done
                on earth as it is in heaven.
                Give us this day our daily bread,
                and forgive us our trespasses,
                as we forgive those who trespass against us;
                and lead us not into temptation,
                but deliver us from evil.

Priest       Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
                graciously grant peace in our days,
                that, by the help of your mercy,
                we may be always free from sin
                and safe from all distress,
                as we await the blessed hope
                and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Priest       Lord Jesus Christ,
                who said to your Apostles:
                Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
                look not on our sins,
                but on the faith of your Church,
                and graciously grant her peace and unity
                in accordance with your will.
                Who live and reign for ever and ever.

People     Amen.

Communion Rite
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Priest      Behold the Lamb of God,
                behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
                Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

People     Lord, I am not worthy
                that you should enter under my roof,
                but only say the word
                and my soul shall be healed.

Agnus Dei

A           -          gnus           De      -      i,     *  qui     tol   -   lis       pec cá  -

Music: Vatican Edition XVIII; acc. by Richard Proulx

di,           mi - se       -       ré  -  re                            no      -      bis.      

ta            mun     -       di,       do - na       no - bis                     pa    -   cem.

 ta          mun     -      di,     mi-se    -   ré  - re                   no   -    bis.

A - gnus    De       -        i,     *  qui   tol   -    lis pec-cá - ta        mun   -

A             -            gnus           De      -     i,     * qui     tol   -   lis      pec-cá  -
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An Act of SpirituAl communion

Lord Jesus, I Love you above aLL thIngs. 
how I Long to receIve you wIth my brothers 
and sIsters at the tabLe you have prepared. 

but sInce I cannot at thIs moment receIve you In 
the hoLy sacrament of your body and bLood, 

I ask you to feed me wIth the manna of your hoLy spIrIt 
and nourIsh me wIth your hoLy presence. 

I unIte myseLf compLeteLy to you; 
never permIt me to be separated from your Love. 

amen.

Communion Antiphon
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

Psalm 73.28
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Communion Motets

Peace to You  Robert Pearsall
Peace to you, my peace be with you. As the Father sent me, now I send you. Receive 
the Holy Spirit. My peace I give to you, now and for ever.

Anima Christi                  Chant
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, heal me. Blood of Christ, drench me. 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me. Passion of Christ, strengthen me. Good 
Jesus, hear me. In your wounds shelter me. From turning away keep me. From the 
evil one, protect me. At the hour of my death, call me. Into your presence, lead me, 
to praise you with all your saints forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion Hymn Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Page one: Michael P. McDunn. Detail of reredos, Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Greenville, SC. (21st century).

Page fourteen: Zanobi Strozzi. King David and the Ark of the Covenant. (1450).

Page fifteen: Tissot. Pater Noster. (19th century).

Concluding Rites

Priest       The Lord be with you.
People     And with your spirit.

Priest       May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People     Amen.

Deacon    Go in peace.
People     Thanks be to God.

From the office of Readings

for the thirty-third sunday of the year

All the trees of the forest will exult before the face of the Lord, for he has come, he has come to 
judge the earth. He has come the first time, and he will come again. At his first coming, his own 
voice declared in the gospel: Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man coming upon the clouds. 
What does he mean by hereafter? Does he not mean that the Lord will come at a future time when 
all the nations of the earth will be striking their breasts in grief ? Previously he came through his 
preachers, and he filled the whole world. Let us not resist his first coming, so that we may not 
dread the second. 

What then should the Christian do? He ought to use the world, not become its slave. And what 
does this mean? It means having, as though not having.

So says the Apostle: My brethren, the appointed time is short: from now on let those who have 
wives live as though they had none; and those who mourn as though they were not mourning; and 

@       @       @       @       @
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those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing; and those who buy as though they had no 
goods; and those who deal with this world as though they had no dealings with it. For the form 
of this world is passing away. But I wish you to be without anxiety. He who is without anxiety 
waits without fear until his Lord comes. For what sort of love of Christ is it to fear his coming? 
Brothers, do we not have to blush for shame? We love him, yet we fear his coming. Are we really 
certain that we love him? Or do we love our sins more? Therefore let us hate our sins and love 
him who will exact punishment for them. He will come whether we wish it or not. Do not think 
that because he is not coming just now, he will not come at all. He will come, you know not when; 
and provided he finds you prepared, your ignorance of the time of his coming will not be held 
against you.

All the trees of the forest will exult. He has come the first time, and he will come again to judge 
the earth; he will find those rejoicing who believed in his first coming, for he has come.

He will judge the world with equity and the peoples in his truth. What are equity and truth? He 
will gather together with him for the judgment his chosen ones, but the others he will set apart; 
for he will place some on his right, others on his left. What is more equitable, what more true than 
that they should not themselves expect mercy from the judge, who themselves were unwilling to 
show mercy before the judge’s coming. Those, however, who were willing to show mercy will be 
judged with mercy. For it will be said to those placed on his right: Come, blessed of my Father, 
take possession of the kingdom which has been prepared for you from the beginning of the world. 
And he reckons to their account their works of mercy: For I was hungry and you gave me food to 
eat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink.

What is imputed to those placed on his left side? That they refused to show mercy. And where 
will they go? Depart into the everlasting fire. The hearing of this condemnation will cause much 
wailing. But what has another psalm said? The just man will be held in everlasting remembrance; 
he will not fear the evil report. What is the evil report? Depart into the everlasting fire, which was 
prepared for the devil and his angels. Whoever rejoices to hear the good report will not fear the 
bad. This is equity, this is truth.

Or do you, because you are unjust, expect the judge not to be just? Or because you are a liar, will 
the truthful one not be true? Rather, if you wish to receive mercy, be merciful before he comes; 
forgive whatever has been done against you; give of your abundance. Of whose possessions do 
you give, if not from his? If you were to give of your own, it would be largess; but since you give 
of his, it is restitution. For what have you that you have not received? These are the sacrifices 
most pleasing to God: mercy, humility, praise, peace, charity. Such as these, then, let us bring and, 
free from fear, we shall await the coming of the judge who will judge the world in equity and the 
peoples in his truth.

- From a discourse on the Psalms by Saint Augustine, bishop 
(b. 354; d. 430 AD)



19

From the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

Next Sunday is the Solemnity of Christ the King, and during Mass at 9 and 11 am our sacred 
music will be fitting for the sovereign Lord of all creation. And this year for the first time we will 
also sing Vespers at 5 pm on the Solemnity of Christ the King, so plan now to join us for both 
Mass and Vespers in celebration of the King of All Creation. Then in two weeks we will begin 
a new Year of Grace on the First Sunday of Advent, and we will celebrate Solemn Vespers at 5 
pm on the first three Sundays of Advent. Please plan now to join us for Advent Vespers and to 
bring a friend for 30 minutes of beautiful music, peaceful prayer, and sacred silence. We will 
not, however, sing Vespers on the Fourth Sunday of Advent this year because that day is also 
Christmas Eve, and we will have our usual schedule of Christmas Masses that evening.

Friday 8 December is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, patronal feast of the United 
States and a holy day of obligation, and we will celebrate Mass at 7 pm on Thursday 7 December 
and also at 7 am and 12 noon on Friday 8 December. Every Sunday of the year is also a holy day 
of obligation by divine precept, and several other feasts of the year are holy days of obligation 
by ecclesiastical precept, meaning that the Church is exercising the binding part of the power of 
binding and loosing given to the Apostles by the Lord Jesus. 

In the United States, these holy days of obligation are: 1 January, the Solemnity of the Mother of 
God; 15 August, the Solemnity of the Assumption; 1 November, the Solemnity of All Saints; 8 
December, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, and 25 December, the Solemnity of the 
Birth of the Lord Jesus. The Solemnity of the Ascension is also a holy day of obligation, but in the 
United States that observance is now transferred from 40 days after Easter to the following Sunday.

All of the above means that in a year when none of the holy days falls on a Sunday, Catholics 
are expected to attend Mass a minimum of 59 times. Even if you allow an hour of travel time 
for each Mass, that comes to about 120 hours each year for us to be at Mass or traveling to and 
from Mass. Most studies show that Americans spend an average of 1500 to 1800 hours each year 
watching television, and the Church asks us for 120 hours each year to worship the living God 
in spirit and truth. 

When we so easily give ourselves to 15 hours of television for each hour spent in the celebration 
of the Most Holy Eucharist, how is it possible that so many Catholics simply don’t bother to 
accept the invitation of the Lord Jesus to “do this in memory of me”? Resolve now to make every 
effort in the coming year to attend Mass each Sunday and holy day and help a faltering Catholic 
return to regular practice of the Faith. And we can begin this work by celebrating the Solemnity 
of Christ the King next week and then keeping a holy Advent to prepare for a joyful celebration 
of the Birth of the Messiah.

Father Newman


