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2 August 2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Feast of the Transfiguration, which will be celebrated this Thursday, is described with slightly 
different emphases by Matthew, Mark and Luke and recalls the manifestation of the divine glory of 
the Lord Jesus to Peter, James and John on Mount Tabor. During this revelation of His divine nature 
to human eyes, Jesus was accompanied by Moses and Elijah, living symbols of the Law and Prophets, 
who spoke to their Savior about the suffering which He would endure in His passion and death. This 
combination of suffering and glory reveals the paradox at the heart of the Gospel which was spoken 
of by the Lord Jesus just before His Transfiguration: “If anyone wishes to come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.” (Luke 9.23-24)

The oldest known liturgical celebration of this feast was in the Armenian Church, and the 7th century 
Armenian Bishop Gregory Arsharuni wrote that the feast was placed in the liturgy in the early 4th 
century by Saint Gregory the Illuminator. In the Orthodox Church, the Feast of the Transfiguration is 
one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the liturgical year, and it is both preceded by a fast and celebrated 
with a Vigil and an Octave, in the way Latin Rite Catholics celebrate Christmas and Easter. These 
liturgical observances underscore the importance of the truths revealed to us by the Transfiguration 
of the Lord.

The Feast of the Transfiguration, which from antiquity has been kept on 6 August, forty days before 
the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, gradually entered the liturgical life of the Western 
Church through our monasteries, and by the tenth century this feast was observed in many of the 
dioceses of England, France and Germany. But despite the importance and widespread celebration 
of this feast, it was not placed by the Pope on the Universal Calendar until the 15th century, and the 
reason for that change is a timely one for us. 

In 1453, Sultan Mohammed II conquered the great Christian imperial capital of Constantinople thus 
ending the Roman Empire in the East and laying the foundation of the Ottoman Empire. From that 
time forward the armies of Islam seemed to be invincible, and the Turks were on the move north and 
west. But on 22 July 1456, János Hunyady, the Governor of Hungary and a devout Catholic, led a 
Christian army to victory over the Turks at Belgrade, marking a turning point in the centuries-long 
struggle between the Christian West and militant Islam. In celebration of this victory, Pope Callistus 
III extended the Feast of the Transfiguration to the universal Church and ordered that it be kept each 
year on 6 August. Callistus died two years later on 6 August 1458.

Father Newman
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Calendar of Events
Mass Schedule & Intentions Meetings & Events  *
  
  Sunday 2 August
  
  7.30 am                Theresa Jeffeaux
  9.00 am                Jose Roberto Restrepo
  11.00 am             Pro Populo
  1.00 pm               Spanish Mass

Sunday 2 August

Coffee & Doughnuts: After 9.00 am Mass (P)
No Nursery (resumes 9 August)

  Monday 3 August

  7.00 am           =  Carlos Jose Restrepo

Monday 3 August

6.30 pm             Hillbilly Thomists (C)

  Tuesday 4 August

  7.00 am               Xavier Russell

Tuesday 4 August

 Wednesday 5 August
 
  7.00 am                Lanina Russell

Wednesday 5 August

8.00 am            Wit & Wisdom Bible Study (M)
5.00-6.00 pm     Holy Hour & Confessions (church)

  Thursday 6 August

  7.00 am                 Fr Jay Scott Newman

Thursday 6 August

7.00 pm            Spanish Adoration

  Friday 7 August
  
  7.00 am                Matthew Justin Carrano

Friday 7 August

5.45-6.45 am    Pillars of Christ (early group)
6.30-6.45 am    Morning Prayer (Lauds) (church)
7.30-8.30 am    Pillars of Christ (late group) (M)
10.00 am          Friday Morning Bible Study
7.00 pm            Spanish Rosary

  Saturday 8 August

  5.00 pm                Edmund Covington

Saturday 8 August

3.30-4.30 pm    Confessions (church)

G - Gallivan Hall            M - McGrady Hall
P - Pazdan Hall                C - Clinkscales
                                             Family Center

    * All events in Sacred Heart Hall 
       unless a location is listed
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Parish News

Prayer Requests
Please pray for all those who are hospitalized and for all those 
who are shut-ins, ill or recuperating at home, especially Mary 
Stillmock, James Smith, Nancy Laliberty, Marilyn Postell, 
Sofia Alvarez, Ann Howard, Carl Lee Cooke, Konta & Laman 
Patel, Sloane Perkins, George Cortes, Diane Hickey, Michael 
Tierney, Jaxson Rivera, Helen Carter, Anthony Harris, Lucero 
Rubiano, Aurelia LaValley, Sheila & Barry Garrison, Anthony 
Gomes, Chet & Dorothy Jaskwhich Sobol, Lisa Myer, Sandy 
Miros, Terry Gurn, Mitchell & Elisa Bianco, Barbara Dresser, 
Caroline Henson, Betty Jo Brown, Bridget Fitzpatrick, Ellie 
O’Connell, Gary Redding, Steve Hughes, Angelo Bautista 
Campos, Karen Krings, Michael Venerdi, Dean Zimmermann, 
Mel Fitzpatrick, Chris Howard, Anna Roman, Edward Stone, 
Valentina Hernandez, Barbara Redding, Molly Fitzpatrick, 
Helena Howard, Daniel McGee, Jennifer Swyer, Patrick 
McLeod, Lily Elizabeth Reno, Dee Dillon.

Collection for 1/2 August

Capital Improvement Fund
Support of the Parish

St Mary’s is sustained by the
generosity of our parishioners.

Congratulations to
Eowyn Cecelia Paluszak who was baptized last week.

Welcome Newcomers
We welcome the following new members to our 
parish family: Grant & Lydia Miller, Karen Perez.

All are invited to enjoy a wonderful 
spread of doughnuts, bagels and 
freshly brewed coffee in Pazdan 
Hall dining room after 9.00 am 

Mass. Join fellow parishioners for 
fellowship and refreshments.

Nursery Closure
Summer break is 5 July through 2 August. Nursery reopens 
on 9 August. Please contact Linda Jackson at 864.679.4110  
or linda.jackson@smcgvl.org with any questions.

Daily Mass Readings 
For daily Mass readings, visit https://bible.usccb.org

Wit & Wisdom Bible Study
The Wit & Wisdom Bible Study group meets each Wednesday 
morning to discuss the readings for the upcoming Sunday 
liturgy. We gather after daily Mass in McGrady Hall (church 
undercroft). The meeting is co-ed and hybrid (in-person 
and Zoom). The Zoom meeting is from 8.00-9.00 am at  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85980245341?pwd=TWZocW5te
mFDQlcwQ2I4RWQwREFvUT09. Contact Bob Markway at 
Rmarkway@bellsouth.net with questions.

Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary - 15 August

Holy Day

We will celebrate one Mass for the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday 15 August at 
9.00 am in the church.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85980245341?pwd=TWZocW5temFDQlcwQ2I4RWQwREFvUT09


Word on Fire Digital
Word on Fire Digital is a 
subscription website paid for 
by St Mary’s for all registered 
members. It is filled with an 

amazing array of Bishop Barron’s video series which 
you cannot find anywhere else on the internet. To gain 
free access follow these instructions:

1. Visit https://smcgvl.flocknote.com/login
2. Enter the email address you have registered with 
St Mary’s
3. Flocknote will send a 4 digit pin to your email. 
Enter that pin to log in.
4. This will take you to the St Mary’s Flocknote page. 
You’ll see on the right a block showing that the church 
is paying for Word on Fire. Click on the link to Word 
on Fire Digital and that will take you to the site.

You can add the Word on Fire App to your phone, 
computer, most smart televisions, etc. One of the best 
known video series you’ll see here is the Word on Fire 
series Catholicism which aired on PBS several years ago.

Friday Morning Bible Study
The Friday Morning Bible Study Group meets in the Bishop 
England Room of Sacred Heart Hall from 10.00 am to 12.00 
noon every Friday. We also pray the Rosary. Contact Pat 
Webb at 864.419.0467 or patwebb1010@charter.net for 
more information.

Pillars of Christ Men’s Ministry
Pillars of Christ small group men’s ministry meets in Friday 
throughout the year. The early group meets at 5.30 am and the 
late group meets at 7.30 am. If you are interested in joining 
our ministry, please contact Robert Sullivan (early group) at 
rcsulli42@gmail.com or 864.561.9600 or Mike Munafo (late 
group) at mmunafo1950@gmail.com or 864.313.5356.

Stock Donations to St Mary’s Church
Consider a gift of appreciated stock for your annual giving. 
This method can offer significant tax benefits while providing 
crucial support to our parish. For more information on how 
to give stock and updated transfer instructions, please contact 
Jennifer Anderson at jennifer.anderson@smcgvl.org. Please 
note that we no longer use UBS for stock transfers.

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thecenterforevangelicalcatholicism/2197911


Adult Christian Formation

Learn more and register for Fall 2026 classes on the parish website

https://smcgvl.org/christian-formation/intro-to-catholicism/

Contact Deacon John at john.heuser@smcgvl.org for more information on becoming a Catholic.

St Mary’s Religious Education 

For More Information  
Contact Linda Jackson 

linda.jackson@smcgvl.org 
864.679.4110

Registration for 2026-27 is now open 
All children of the parish must register with the Religious Education office.   
Children not attending a Catholic School (including Homeschool students) or  
attending St. Joseph’s Middle School must attend classes.  To register, use 
the links below or contact the Religious Education Office.  

Religious Education Grades 1-8  
Classes begin 19 August 

Classes meet on Wednesday from 6.30pm – 7.45 pm 
Mid August - April 

Introduction To Catholicism for Youth (ages 14-17)
Classes meet on Wednesday 6.30 - 7.45 pm

Sunday Mornings for 3 & 4 Year Olds
(Class if Full - Waitlist only) First Class is 13 September

Classes meet on Sundays mornings during the 9.00 am Mass
September - April

St Mary’s Religious Education

https://smcgvl.org/christian-formation/religious-education/


Church Donation Information

EFT Donation
St Mary’s offers Electronic Funds Transfer through 
the parish website as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offertory donation. 

EFT donation options:
Direct Debit Donation - automatically transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account.

Credit & Debit Card Donation - make offerings 
automatically on a pre-determined schedule using a 
credit or debit card.
 

Visit the ‘Make a Gift’ link on
the homepage of our parish website.

Mail-In Donation

Contributions can be mailed
to the parish office: 

St Mary’s Catholic Church
111 Hampton Avenue
Greenville, SC 29601

Thank you for your generosity and support.

Baptism Class
Prior to having a child baptized at 
Saint Mary’s, you must have been 
registered in the parish for at least 
six months, attending Sunday Mass 
each week, using the stewardship 

envelopes, and participating in the life of the parish. Baptisms 
take place on Saturdays at 6.15 pm after the 5.00 pm Mass. 
Attending a Baptism Preparation Class is required and may 
be attended prior to the birth of your child. The next class is 
Monday 14 September at 6.30 pm. Contact Patrick Ford at 
patrick.ford@smcgvl.org to register.

Offertory Envelopes and the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage

If you no longer receive weekly 
stewardship envelopes in the mail, 
you may have been marked as 
Inactive within our parishioner 
database. No matter how often you 

come to Mass at St Mary’s, you are not considered an Active 
member of the parish unless you are registered here, attending Mass 
here each Sunday, and using the stewardship envelopes to fulfill 
two separate purposes: a) making your offertory contributions and 
other gifts, and b) establishing an attendance record. 

Active member status in our database is essential for 
requesting the following:
 u  Parishioner tuition in the school 
 u  Endorsement to serve as a sacramental sponsor for 
     Baptism or Confirmation
 u  Baptism, Confirmation, or Marriage (for oneself or 
     for one’s children, either here at St Mary’s or in 
     another parish) 

If you use electronic transfer to make your offertory contribution 
and other gifts, simply check the box for EFT on the empty 
envelope and then drop it in the collection plate. All envelopes 
in the collection are recorded in our parish database.

Once six months elapses without any envelopes or online 
donations received, the account is marked as Inactive and 
envelopes are no longer distributed. To begin receiving 
stewardship envelopes again, please email Sarah Perkins at 
sarah.perkins@smcgvl.org.

Spiritual Direction
St Mary’s has three certified Catholic Spiritual Directors 
available for individual spiritual direction. Contact Deacon Tom 
Whalen at thomas.whalen@smcgvl.org.

https://vocations.charlestondiocese.org

Lord Jesus, send the Diocese of 
Charleston  more priests, deacons, 
sisters, and brothers.  Choose faithful 
men and women from our homes, 
parishes, and schools to serve the 
people of God. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, help those who are called to 
offer a joyful “yes” to God’s invitation. 

Amen

Formed.org
Online resources are available to every member of 
our parish including books, movies, podcasts and 
more. Sign up at https://formed.org/individuals using 
zip code 29601 and click on our parish. Register with 
your name and email address to access the library.



UNDERSTAND THE FAITH
August 2026

AUGUST 6: TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
The feast of the Transfiguration commemorates the dedication of
basilicas on Mount Tabor, where Jesus was “transfigured” — or
changed in appearance — before Peter, James and John. He was
seen conversing with Moses and Elijah (see Mt 17:1-9; Mk 9:2-10; Lk
9:28-36). The event gives us a glimpse into Jesus’ identity and
mission. The liturgical feast was established in the fifth century and
was set exactly 40 days before the feast of the Exaltation of the
Cross (Sept. 14), highlighting the link between the Transfiguration
and the cross.

AUGUST 14: ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, PRIEST AND MARTYR
St. Maximilian Kolbe was martyred during World War II at the Nazi
concentration camp Auschwitz. The Franciscan priest offered
himself in the place of fellow prisoner Franciszek Gajowniczek. Well
before his martyrdom, Father Kolbe founded the Militia
Immaculatae, a group dedicated to spreading the Gospel through
Marian devotion. This date commemorates the day he was
executed, a day before the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

AUGUST 15: ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
While the belief that Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven
has been held by Christians for centuries, it was formally declared
an infallible dogma of the Catholic Church by Pope Pius XII on Nov.
1, 1950.

AUGUST 22: QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
When Pius XII introduced this memorial to the liturgical calendar in
1954, it was celebrated on May 31 to end the month typically
devoted to Mary. Paul VI moved it to Aug. 22 to highlight the
“octave,” or eighth day after the feast of the Assumption.

AUGUST 24: ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE
St. Bartholomew is only mentioned in the Synoptic Gospels within
the list of the 12 Apostles. He is typically identified with
“Nathanael” in John’s Gospel. Traditionally, he is  believed to have
been martyred in Armenia.

AUGUST 27: ST. MONICA
St. Monica famously prayed for the conversion of her son,
Augustine.  Eventually these prayers were answered and her son
become one of the most influential writers in Christian history.
Many parents today turn to Monica’s intercession as they pray for
their children to return.

AUGUST 28: ST. AUGUSTINE, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
St. Augustine was one of the most prolific writers of his and of all
time. His works are philosophical and theological classics. His
ability to connect faith and reason makes him one of the most
important theologians in the history of the Church.

AUGUST 28: PASSION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
John the Baptist’s martyrdom by beheading is recounted in
Scripture (see Mk 6:17-29). By his brutal death — as ordered by
Herod Antipas — John, whose mission was to announce the coming
of the Messiah, also points to the Messiah’s death. An ancient
tradition holds that this day commemorates the day John’s head
was found. 

charlestondiocese.org/via-fidelis 

Feasts & Solemnities

CHRISTIAN LIVING
Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church

1716-1717; 1725-1726; 1954-1962; 1980; 2055-2057

The natural law is written on everyone’s heart and is a
form of human participation in God’s wisdom and
goodness; it gives humanity an original moral sense to
discern good and bad
Yet, because of sin, the perception of the natural law is
clouded
Because of this God has given his “revealed” law
The summary of the moral truths of the old law, the
first stage of revealed law, can be found in the
Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, which point to both
love of God and love of neighbor
The word “beatitude” points to the eternal happiness
toward which all humanity is called
In the Gospel, Jesus shows his followers the way to
participation in divine life
This way, in imitation of Christ himself, is the love of
truth and goodness
The Beatitudes, which are central to Jesus’ preaching,
are in continuity with and in fulfillment of God’s
promises throughout salvation history
Jesus’ interpretation of the law (Torah) is centered on
love
Jesus places the love of God as the greatest
commandment (see Dt 6:4)
He then places love of neighbor alongside it
(see Lev 19:18)
These form a single,
twofold command
of love that
encapsulate the
law and prophets

https://charlestondiocese.org/year-two/


PERPETUAL

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Prince of Peace
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him.” ~Matthew 17:5

To share a Holy hour with the Lord, contact Lisa Buss at 
adoration@princeofpeacetaylors.org or 864.508.7123. 
All hours are available for adoption, but please consider 
one of the following hours of need (*urgent open hour!):

Monday 1 am
Tuesday 9 am*

Wednesday 7 am*
Thursday 11 am,* 12 pm* & 6 pm

Saturday 7 pm & 9 pm*

Diocesan News

Please contact Jessica Thrall at  
jthrall@charlestondiocese.org if

you’re interested in volunteering, donating 
or learning more about any of our programs. 
Visit our website at https://charitiessc.org.

Contact us for pricing and more information:
www.206Tours.com/frkirby/beatification  |  cteam@206Tours.com  |  (800) 206-8687

Sep 22 – 26, 2026

BEATIFICATION OF VENERABLEBEATIFICATION OF VENERABLE

YOU ARE INVITED
On a Pilgrimage to the

ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEENARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN

Spiritual Director:
Fr. Jeffrey Kirby

https://tinyurl.com/MarriageCatAug10
https://www.206tours.com/cms/frkirby/beatification/
https://divineprovidence.org
https://www.charitiessc.org


Nationwide Mass Times
If traveling, find Mass times at a parish near you.

https://masstimes.org
https://www.catholicdirectory.com

Tuesday 4 August

https://tinyurl.com/1stTueSevenSorrow
https://tinyurl.com/BetterMarriageSept26
https://charlestondiocese.org/family-life/natural-family-planning/class-sessions/
https://tinyurl.com/MarriageNullitySimpsonville


W

O’Connell Field

Francis Field*

Miller
Square

Grotto

Clinkscales
Center

Sacred Heart    
Hall*C

hu
rc

h
M

cG
ra

dy
 H

al
l U

nd
er

cr
of

t

S
ac

re
d 

H
ea

rt
C

ol
um

ba
riu

m

U
til

ity

Church Office

Baum 
 Center*

Mercy 
 Hall*

  Playground*

Playground*

Pazdan 
 Hall*

Gallivan 
 Hall*

338 West Washington Street

Butler Avenue

A
cadem

y S
treet

*No access during school hours.

111 Hampton Avenue

1
23

4

5 6

N

E

S

SAINT MARY’S CAMPUS MAP
Saint Mary’s Church has nine buildings on nine acres of land, so this map is offered to help you find your way on our campus.

Please note that during the school day, it is not permitted for anyone to walk through the interior section of our campus in order to safeguard the children in our 
care. So if you are visiting the church during a school day, please park in the Washington Street lot at entrances 2 or 3. And if you are visiting the church office, 
please park beside the Baum Center at entrance 5 and walk on Hampton Avenue to our front door. On weekends and any day when school is not in session, please 
park and walk anywhere you like.



Father Jay Scott Newman
Pastor of St Mary’s Church

Diocesan Chancellor
pastor@smcgvl.org

Permanent Deacons

Staff

Father Jonathan Duncan
Parochial Vicar of St Mary’s Church

Bon Secours Director of Mission
fatherduncan@smcgvl.org

Father Justin Damask
Parochial Vicar of St Mary’s Church

fatherdamask@smcgvl.org

Deacon Diego Ferro
diego.ferro@smcgvl.org

Deacon Alex Garvey
alex.garvey@smcgvl.org

Deacon John Heuser
john.heuser@smcgvl.org

Deacon Joe Sanfilippo
joe.sanfilippo@smcgvl.org

Deacon George Tierney
george.tierney@smcgvl.org

Deacon Tom Whalen
thomas.whalen@smcgvl.org

The Clergy of St Mary’s Catholic Church

Jennifer Anderson
Director of Administration

jennifer.anderson@smcgvl.org

Emily Cortes
Assistant Director of Sacred Music

emily.cortes@smcgvl.org

Jenni Dillard
eBulletin Editor

jenni.dillard@smcgvl.org

Patrick Ford
Pastoral Associate & Director of Operations

patrick.ford@smcgvl.org

Megan Holliday
Parish Athletic Director

megan.holliday@smcgvl.org

Linda Jackson
Director of Catechesis

linda.jackson@smcgvl.org

Chris Ortiz
Director of Youth Ministry

chris.ortiz@smcgvl.org

Dr Adam Pajan
Director of Sacred Music
adam.pajan@smcgvl.org

Sarah Perkins
Office Manager & Assistant to the Pastor

sarah.perkins@smcgvl.org

Steven Zimmerman
Principal of St Mary’s School

principal@smcgvl.org




