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28 June 2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Declaration of Independence was promulgated 250 years ago this Saturday, and July the Fourth is 
conventionally reckoned to be the birthday of our nation, but is it? The Continental Congress may have 
declared our independence from Great Britain, but this did not become a military fact until October 
1781 with the surrender of British forces at Yorktown. And even then, the Crown did not renounce all 
claims on the American Colonies until the Treaty of Paris in 1783, nearly two years after Yorktown. 
Even after the war, the former British Colonies did not of course immediately become one nation. In 
fact, there was a very real possibility of thirteen sovereign nations emerging from the Revolutionary 
War, and the Articles of Confederation of 1781 proved to be unsatisfactory, in part, for this very reason. 
The Constitutional Convention adopted the proposed Constitution of the United States of America 
on 17 September 1787 but it was not ratified until 21 June 1788, and the first ten amendments, which 
constitute the Bill of Rights, were not complete until 1791. And everything that seemed so clear when 
George Washington became our first president in 1788 was tested almost beyond endurance in the War 
Between the States which started 73 years after the Constitution was ratified. So, when is the birthday 
of our nation?

The complexity of our history reminds us, as the Founding Fathers knew, that this Republic is merely 
an experiment in liberty and that there is no guarantee that our children and their children shall live 
free in a place called the United States of America simply because we did. The power of this nation and 
the strength of our institutions can create the illusion of perpetual vigor and permanence, but a visit to 
Rome in the days of Caesar Augustus would have conveyed exactly the same illusion. Human history 
has never known of a permanent political order, and so we can never assume that the present shape of 
our nation is a simple fact of life that we can take for granted. We are engaged in an experiment, and 
experiments can fail. So how can we help insure the success of our ongoing experiment in liberty?

The capacity of “the People” to be sovereign, to govern themselves through freely elected representatives, 
depends directly on the capacity of each person to govern himself. In other words, we must each be 
virtuous if we are all to be free. The cultivation of personal virtue is hard work, and it requires discipline 
and the acceptance of a standard of virtue beyond one’s own desires and choices. This is why the culture 
of radical autonomy which is now used to justify moral degradation of every conceivable sort is, in 
truth, a greater threat to the liberty of our nation than any external enemy or armed force. Making our 
own desires the measure of goodness is a sure path to individual vice and national servitude, and on 
the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, we can best serve the cause of our nation’s 
freedom by resolving to cultivate virtue in our own lives.

Father Newman
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Calendar of Events
Mass Schedule & Intentions Meetings & Events  *
  
  Sunday 28 June
  
  7.30 am                Emily Quattrone
  9.00 am                Fr Christopher Smith
  11.00 am             Pro Populo
  1.00 pm               Spanish Mass

Sunday 28 June

Nursery: During 9.00 am Mass

  Monday 29 June

  7.00 am           =  James McCleneghen

Monday 29 June

  Tuesday 30 June

  7.00 am           =  Judith Hayes

Tuesday 30 June

10.00 am           SMCCW Sewing Group
6.30 pm             St Jerome Society

 Wednesday 1 July
 
  7.00 am            =  Nereyda Rebollo

Wednesday 1 July

8.00 am            Wit & Wisdom Bible Study (M)
No Holy Hour & Confessions (resumes 5 August)

  Thursday 2 July

  7.00 am                 Mike Brown

Thursday 2 July

7.00 pm            Spanish Adoration

  Friday 3 July
  
  7.00 am                Molly Fitzpatrick
  Church will be closed after Mass

Friday 3 July

Parish Office Closed for Independence Day
5.45-6.45 am    Pillars of Christ (early group)
6.30-6.45 am    Morning Prayer (Lauds) (church)
7.30-8.30 am    Pillars of Christ (late group) (M)
7.00 pm            Spanish Rosary

  Saturday 4 July

  5.00 pm            =  Walter Saiko

Saturday 4 July

Independence Day
3.30-4.30 pm    Confessions (church)

G - Gallivan Hall            M - McGrady Hall
P - Pazdan Hall                C - Clinkscales
                                             Family Center

    * All events in Sacred Heart Hall 
       unless a location is listed
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Mass Attendance
 Weekend of 20/21 June

2026 Catholic
Annual Appeal

Weekend of 20/21 June

Offertory Year to Date
2,106,300
2,242,371
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Surplus

    
     1,000,000

742,146

257,854

Goal

Donations
  Received

Still to Go

2026 Capital
Improvement Fund



Parish News

Prayer Requests
Please pray for all those who are hospitalized and for all those 
who are shut-ins, ill or recuperating at home, especially Mary 
Stillmock, James Smith, Nancy Laliberty, Marilyn Postell, 
Sofia Alvarez, Ann Howard, Carl Lee Cooke, Konta & Laman 
Patel, Sloane Perkins, George Cortes, Diane Hickey, Michael 
Tierney, Jaxson Rivera, Helen Carter, Anthony Harris, Lucero 
Rubiano, Aurelia LaValley, Sheila & Barry Garrison, Anthony 
Gomes, Chet & Dorothy Jaskwhich Sobol, Lisa Myer, Sandy 
Miros, Terry Gurn, Mitchell & Elisa Bianco, Barbara Dresser, 
Caroline Henson, Betty Jo Brown, Bridget Fitzpatrick, Ellie 
O’Connell, Gary Redding, Steve Hughes, Angelo Bautista 
Campos, Karen Krings, Michael Venerdi, Dean Zimmermann, 
Mel Fitzpatrick, Chris Howard, Anna Roman, Edward Stone, 
Valentina Hernandez, Barbara Redding, Molly Fitzpatrick, 
Helena Howard, Daniel McGee, Jennifer Swyer, Patrick 
McLeod, Lily Elizabeth Reno, Stephen Moulton, Dee Dillon.

Collection for 27/28 June

Peter’s Pence
Catholic Appeal of SC
Support of the Parish

St Mary’s is sustained by the
generosity of our parishioners.

Congratulations to
Isla Quinn Pelicano who was baptized last weekend.

Parish Office Closure
In observance of Independence Day, the church office will be 
closed on Friday 3 July.

Summer Liturgical Schedule Changes

The church will be closed after
7.00 am Mass on Friday 3 July.

No Holy Hour and Confessions on any
Wednesday in July (resumes 5 August).

St Pier Giorgio Frassati,
PRAY FOR US!

St Pier Giorgio Frassati,
PRAY FOR US!

Welcome Newcomers
We welcome the following new members to our 
parish family: Stephen & Ryan Norton, Abrahan 
de la Cruz-Gaytan & Valeria Chavez Gutierrez, 
Thomas Delgadillo, Olivia Hashemi, Alexis Roy, 
Morgan Winnie, Jeni Valero & Erick Diaz, Diego 
Franco, Charles Dewitt & Bridget Majortoro, 
Whitney Hunt, Michael & Shelly Olson, Jakob 
Weber, James & Chelsey Acosta, Durwood & 
Emily Steed, Jonathan & Amber Macko, Alex 
Soto, Chris & Gabby Reed.

Sewing Ministry

The group will meet Tuesday 30 June from 10.00 am - 12.00 
pm in Sacred Heart Hall. Please contact Judith Hogg at  
judyh75@att.net or 864.438.1017 for more information.

St Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

Nursery Closure
Summer break is 5 July through 2 August. Nursery reopens 
on 9 August. Please contact Linda Jackson at 864.679.4110  
or linda.jackson@smcgvl.org with any questions.



Announcing  a St.Mary’s Church

CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
DINNER

” One Nation Under God”

New to St. Mary’s?
Want to visit with fellow parishioners,

make new friends, and build community?

Join this fun, casual event!
6PM ~ 9PM

Saturday July 25, 2026
 In Pazdan Hall after the 5:00 pm Mass

Fellowship dinners are a longstanding tradition 
at St. Mary’s, offering a wonderful opportunity for adults to 

meet fellow parishioners, share a meal, and cultivate new friendships!

Those who attend are asked to bring a dish to share that will serve 8-10
 and if you wish, 

bring your favorite adult beverage. Coffee and tea are provided.

If you would like to attend the dinner
 or get on our mailing list for future dinners, please contact 

     Cody Smolik

        1cs.2cs@gmail.com

An RSVP by July 22- appreciated but not required
     Food drop-off is available at 4:45 for those attending Mass.

 

School Summer Hours
8 June - 3 August

Monday - Thursday     9.00 am - 2.00 pm

A lot goes into keeping our school buildings beautiful and safe 
and most of that work takes place over the summer. Before 
visiting the School Office, please call 864.271.3870 ahead of 
time to ensure that it is open.

Nationwide Mass Times
If traveling, find Mass times at a parish near you.

https://masstimes.org
https://www.catholicdirectory.com

https://www.usccb.org/national-collection/peters-pence
https://stjeromesociety.substack.com


https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thecenterforevangelicalcatholicism/2197911


Adult Christian Formation

Learn more and register for Fall 2026 classes on the parish website

https://smcgvl.org/christian-formation/intro-to-catholicism/

Contact Deacon John at john.heuser@smcgvl.org for more information on becoming a Catholic.

St Mary’s Religious Education 

Registration for 2026-27 will open soon 

Religious Education Grades 1-8
Classes meet on Wednesday from 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
September - April 

Sunday Mornings for 3 & 4 Year Olds
Classes meet on Sundays during the 9.00 am Mass
September - April

For More Information  
Contact Linda Jackson  

linda.jackson@smcgvl.org or 864.679.4110

St Mary’s Religious Education



Church Donation Information

EFT Donation
St Mary’s offers Electronic Funds Transfer through 
the parish website as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offertory donation. 

EFT donation options:
Direct Debit Donation - automatically transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account.

Credit & Debit Card Donation - make offerings 
automatically on a pre-determined schedule using a 
credit or debit card.
 

Visit the ‘Make a Gift’ link on
the homepage of our parish website.

Mail-In Donation

Contributions can be mailed
to the parish office: 

St Mary’s Catholic Church
111 Hampton Avenue
Greenville, SC 29601

Thank you for your generosity and support.

Baptism Class
Prior to having a child baptized at 
Saint Mary’s, you must have been 
registered in the parish for at least 
six months, attending Sunday Mass 
each week, using the stewardship 

envelopes, and participating in the life of the parish. Baptisms 
take place on Saturdays at 6.15 pm after the 5.00 pm Mass. 
Attending a Baptism Preparation Class is required and may 
be attended prior to the birth of your child. The next class is 
Monday 14 September at 6.30 pm. Contact Patrick Ford at 
patrick.ford@smcgvl.org to register.

Offertory Envelopes and the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage

If you no longer receive weekly 
stewardship envelopes in the mail, 
you may have been marked as 
Inactive within our parishioner 
database. No matter how often you 

come to Mass at St Mary’s, you are not considered an Active 
member of the parish unless you are registered here, attending Mass 
here each Sunday, and using the stewardship envelopes to fulfill 
two separate purposes: a) making your offertory contributions and 
other gifts, and b) establishing an attendance record. 

Active member status in our database is essential for 
requesting the following:
 u  Parishioner tuition in the school 
 u  Endorsement to serve as a sacramental sponsor for 
     Baptism or Confirmation
 u  Baptism, Confirmation, or Marriage (for oneself or 
     for one’s children, either here at St Mary’s or in 
     another parish) 

If you use electronic transfer to make your offertory contribution 
and other gifts, simply check the box for EFT on the empty 
envelope and then drop it in the collection plate. All envelopes 
in the collection are recorded in our parish database.

Once six months elapses without any envelopes or online 
donations received, the account is marked as Inactive and 
envelopes are no longer distributed. To begin receiving 
stewardship envelopes again, please email Sarah Perkins at 
sarah.perkins@smcgvl.org.

Spiritual Direction
St Mary’s has three certified Catholic Spiritual Directors 
available for individual spiritual direction. Contact Deacon Tom 
Whalen at thomas.whalen@smcgvl.org.

https://vocations.charlestondiocese.org

Lord Jesus, send the Diocese of 
Charleston  more priests, deacons, 
sisters, and brothers.  Choose faithful 
men and women from our homes, 
parishes, and schools to serve the 
people of God. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, help those who are called to 
offer a joyful “yes” to God’s invitation. 

Amen

Formed.org
Online resources are available to every member of 
our parish including books, movies, podcasts and 
more. Sign up at https://formed.org/individuals using 
zip code 29601 and click on our parish. Register with 
your name and email address to access the library.



PERPETUAL

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Prince of Peace
“I have a burning thirst to be honored by men in the 
Blessed Sacrament.” ~Jesus speaking to St Margaret 
Mary Alacoque

To share a Holy hour with the Lord, contact Lisa Buss at 
adoration@princeofpeacetaylors.org or 864.508.7123. 
All hours are available for adoption, but please consider 
one of the following hours of need (*urgent open hour!):

Sunday 9 am
Monday 1 am*

Tuesday 9 am & 10 am*
Friday 8 am

Saturday 11 am* & 7 pm

Diocesan News

Please contact Jessica Thrall at  
jthrall@charlestondiocese.org if

you’re interested in volunteering, donating 
or learning more about any of our programs. 
Visit our website at https://charitiessc.org.

https://tinyurl.com/MarriageCatJuly9
https://tinyurl.com/FamilyHonorJuly2026
https://charlestondiocese.org/event/natural-family-planning-introductory-sessions-36/


https://tinyurl.com/MarriageNullityCharleston
https://tinyurl.com/NFPWeekWebJuly20
https://www.smmcc.org/rsvp-traf


Keeping Children and 
Teens SAFE ONLINE

Computers and mobile devices can be helpful 
tools for children and teens to learn and grow 
in faith and fellowship. Unfortunately, the 
digital world is also full of unsafe and explicit 
content. You wouldn’t hand a teen the car keys 
without first teaching them how to drive. The 
same should be true for using technology—
teach them how to keep themselves and others 
safe while using it. 

You can use the following tips 
to better protect young people 
from harm online:

1  Model appropriate online 
behavior for young people. Children 
look to their parents to teach and show them the 
ways to appropriately use technology. The biggest 
influence on what children see as acceptable or 
unacceptable is you. 

2  Teach your children not to share 
private information or images online. 
Strangers posing as online friends can try to gain 
the trust of minors. Personal information such as 
name, address, and phone number should never be 
shared with an unknown person. Tell your children 
to immediately tell a trusted adult if anyone makes 
them feel uncomfortable.

3  Limit usage of computers and mobile 
devices to public spaces in the home. 
Not only will this help to prevent young people 
from accessing unsafe websites, it will also help 
them to develop safe browsing habits later in life. 

4  Install software that can block or 
monitor explicit website use. Open 
access to harmful websites, like those that 
include pornography, is a constant threat to 

young people. Website filters can prevent access to 
harmful and explicit sites and some can even alert 
you when such a site is accessed. 

5  Review and discuss the websites your 
child has visited and apps they have 
used. Oversight of your child or teen’s browsing 
history and app usage can help to keep them safe 
online. If you notice your child has browsed an 
unsafe website or app, discuss why that behavior 
is harmful. Learn about current apps that could be 
harmful to children and teenagers, especially those 
that involve image sharing, private communica-
tion, or the illusion of privacy. 

6 Report online exploitation of minors 
to public authorities. If you become aware 
of explicit content involving minors, such as 
solicitation, explicit images or videos, you should 
submit a report to law enforcement or through 

resources like CyberTipline from the 
National Center for Missing 

and Exploited Children.

Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved. Models used for illustrative purposes only.
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SAINT MARY’S CAMPUS MAP
Saint Mary’s Church has nine buildings on nine acres of land, so this map is offered to help you find your way on our campus.

Please note that during the school day, it is not permitted for anyone to walk through the interior section of our campus in order to safeguard the children in our 
care. So if you are visiting the church during a school day, please park in the Washington Street lot at entrances 2 or 3. And if you are visiting the church office, 
please park beside the Baum Center at entrance 5 and walk on Hampton Avenue to our front door. On weekends and any day when school is not in session, please 
park and walk anywhere you like.
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