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15 February 2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

Lent begins this week on Ash Wednesday 18 February, and each one of us is called by the Lord Jesus to 
a deeper conversion as we prepare to celebrate the Passover of the Lord at Easter. During the coming 40 
Days, let us strive to live in fidelity to the promises of our Baptism which we will renew at the Easter Vigil 
and at all the Masses on Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection. “Are you unaware,” Paul wrote to the 
Christians at Rome, “that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.” (Romans 6.3-4).

To live the new life of Baptism requires that we first die to sin and self and learn to live for Christ, and the 
disciplines of Lent are meant to help us in the lifelong work of living by grace through faith in the Son of 
God through the means of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Here are some of the practical ways we can do 
that during the 40 Days:

@ come celebrate Vespers at 5 pm on each Sunday of Lent and bring a friend.

@ give alms by placing a donation in the Poor Box at each door of the church, the gifts to which go to assist 
the needy at Project Host on Academy Street and the Triune Mercy Center.

@ go to Confession on a Wednesday afternoon from 5 to 6 pm or a Saturday afternoon from 3.30 to 4.30 
pm. Go early this Lent, and do not wait until Holy Week when the lines will be long.

@ attend Mass on the weekdays of Lent at 7 am Monday through Friday.

@ push back from every meal before you’ve had enough. Through your body’s hunger for food be mindful of 
your soul’s hunger for the Lord, a hunger that is satisfied only when we give ourselves without reservation 
in the obedience of faith to the Gospel. And on Ash Wednesday and each Friday of Lent abstain from meat 
and fast as your health and age allow.

@ invite a lapsed Catholic to return to the practice of the Faith by joining you at Mass or Vespers one 
Sunday in Lent. A gentle invitation is often the only thing needed to bring a soul back to the Lord Jesus.

@ pray the Liturgy of the Hours in whole or in part by using the app called iBreviary, the monthly 
publication called Magnificat, or the booklet available from Word on Fire

@ come walk the Way of the Cross each Friday of Lent at 6 pm and stay for supper after prayer.

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. So repent, and believe in the Gospel!

Father Newman



Mass Schedule for Ash Wednesday 18 February 2026    
Ashes will be distributed at all liturgies.

		
			           7.00 am		  Low Mass (church)
		                    12.00 noon	 Sung Mass (church)
			           7.00 pm		  Sung Mass (church)
			           7.00 pm		  Spanish Mass (Baum Center)             
                                         

Ashes may be received by everyone without exception.

Lenten Regulations 2026

Each year the holy season of Lent provides us a special time of grace and spiritual renewal so that 
we may become better instruments in sharing the Gospel.

This year, Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, falls on 18 February. The present laws of the 
Church regarding fast and abstinence during the Season of Lent are as follows:

1.	 Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast. On days of fast, one full meal is allowed.
	 Two lesser meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s
         needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not 
         permitted. Catholics who have completed their 18th year are bound by this law until the
            beginning of their 60th year.

2.	 Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent are also days of abstinence. On days of abstinence,
	 meat should not be eaten at any meal. The law of abstinence binds all Catholics who have 
	 completed their 14th year.  

The Obligation to observe, as a whole or “substantially,” the penitential days specified by the 
Church is a serious obligation. The Code of Canon Law states:

	 “On these days (of Penance), the faithful are in a special manner to devote themselves to
	 prayer, to engage in works of piety and charity, to deny themselves, by fulfilling their 
            obligations more faithfully and especially by observing the fast and abstinence...”

May this Holy Lenten Season provide us an opportunity for deepening our faith, hope and love 
through a life of deeper prayer, penitential practices, and works of charity.

Way of the Cross

Fridays of Lent, beginning 20 February

6.00 pm in the church

Solemn Vespers

Sundays of Lent, beginning 22 February

5.00 pm in the church



Calendar of Events
Mass Schedule & Intentions Meetings & Events  *
  
  Sunday 15 February
  
  7.30 am            @  Jennette Pelicano
  9.00 am            @  Mitch Johnston
  11.00 am             Pro Populo
  1.00 pm               Spanish Mass

Sunday 15 February

KofC Breakfast: After 7.30 & 9 am Masses (P)
Nursery: During 9.00 am Mass
9.00 am            Sunday Morning Bible Study
11.00 am          Spanish Bible Class (G)
6.00 pm            High School Youth Group (P)
6.00 pm            Women of Grace Bible Study

  Monday 16 February

  7.00 am            @  Richard Stephens

Monday 16 February

Presidents’ Day - Parish Office Closed
6.30 pm             Fraternus (P)
6.30 pm             Fidelis

  Tuesday 17 February

  7.00 am           @  Rush Limbaugh

Tuesday 17 February

10.00 am          SMCCW Sewing Group

 Wednesday 18 February
  
  Ash Wednesday
  7.00 am                Anna Regina Carrano
  12.00 pm         @  Jennifer Perkins Kenway
  7.00 pm                Pro Populo

Wednesday 18 February

8.00 am            Wit & Wisdom Bible Study
9.30 am            Wednesday Morning Bible Study
5.00-6.00 pm      Holy Hour & Confessions (church)
No Introduction to Catholicism
   or Religious Education Classes

  Thursday 19 February

  7.00 am            @  Mary Gore

Thursday 19 February

7.00 pm            Spanish Adoration

  Friday 20 February
  
  7.00 am            @  Barbara Bottensek

Friday 20 February

5.45-6.45 am    Pillars of Christ (early group)
6.30-6.45 am    Morning Prayer (Lauds) (church)
7.30-8.30 am    Pillars of Christ (late group) (M)
10.00 am          Friday Morning Bible Study
6.00 pm            Way of the Cross (church)
                           followed by Lenten Supper (P)
7.00 pm            Spanish Rosary

  Saturday 21 February

  5.00 pm           @  Kathleen Jourdain

Saturday 21 February

3.30-4.30 pm   Confessions (church)
After 5.00 pm Mass: Our Lady’s Pantry Food Drive

G - Gallivan Hall            M - McGrady Hall
P - Pazdan Hall                C - Clinkscales
                                             Family Center

    * All events in Sacred Heart Hall 
       unless a location is listed

Financial Report

Weekend of 7/8 February
     Needed                 41,300
     Received              48,067
     Surplus               + 6,767

     Poor Box                  332

Offertory Year to Date
     Needed	     1,321,600
     Received	     1,383,467
     Surplus            + 61,867

2026 Capital
Improvement Fund

    
     Goal

     Donations
     Received

     Still to Go

1,000,000

465,572

534,428

Mass Attendance
 Weekend of 7/8 February

362
331
441
471
453

2,058

5.00 pm
7.30 am
9.00 am
11.00 am
1.00 pm

Total

Electronic Giving: If you want 
to have direct management of 
your Electronic Fund Transfer 
online, you can now do so 
through the “Make a Gift” link 
on the homepage of our website. 
For more information or if 
you have any questions please 
contact Jennifer Anderson at 
jennifer.anderson@smcgvl.org.



Parish News

Prayer Requests
Please pray for all those who are hospitalized and for all those 
who are shut-ins, ill or recuperating at home, especially Mary 
Stillmock, James Smith, Nancy Laliberty, Marilyn Postell, 
Sofia Alvarez, Ann Howard, Carl Lee Cooke, Konta & Laman 
Patel, Sloane Perkins, George Cortes, Diane Hickey, Michael 
Tierney, Jaxson Rivera, Helen Carter, Anthony Harris, Lucero 
Rubiano, Aurelia LaValley, Sheila & Barry Garrison, Richard 
Murtaugh, Anthony Gomes, Chet & Dorothy Jaskwhich Sobol, 
Lisa Myer, Sandy Miros, Terry Gurn, Mitchell & Elisa Bianco, 
Barbara Dresser, Caroline Henson, Betty Jo Brown, Bridget 
Fitzpatrick, Ellie O’Connell, Gary Redding, Steve Hughes, 
Angelo Bautista Campos, Karen Krings, Michael Venerdi, 
Joan Greenaway, Dean Zimmermann, Mel Fitzpatrick, Chris 
Howard, Anna Roman, Edward Stone, Valentina Hernandez, 
Barbara Redding, Molly Fitzpatrick, Helena Howard, Daniel 
McGee, Jennifer Swyer, Patrick McLeod, Lily Elizabeth Reno.

Collection for 14/15 February
Support of the Parish

Collection for 18 February -
Ash Wednesday

Central & Eastern Europe
Support of the Parish

St Mary’s is sustained by the
generosity of our parishioners.

Congratulations to
Clark Thomas Byers, Logan John Byers, and Calvin 
Anthony Grossi who were baptized last weekend.

Parish Office Closure
The parish office will be closed on Monday 16 February for 
the Presidents’ Day holiday.

Welcome Newcomers
We welcome the following new members to our parish 
family: Brandon & Kristen Thompson, William & 
Ariel Barfield, Idi Matoorah, Nelson Vega & Luisa 
Zapata, Victoria Vas, Jeremy Bailey & Molly Conlin, 
Craig Carr, Roland & Kelly Jackson, Randy Krattley 
& Elisabeth Roodenburg, Gabby Gecan.

Knights of Columbus Breakfast
All are welcome to join us for breakfast! 
This month the Knights of Columbus 
will serve breakfast for the Parish Family 
after the 7.30 am and 9.00 am Masses on 
Sunday 15 February. For those that go 
to Mass virtually or on Saturday evening, 

you can still come to our breakfast as we serve from 8.00 
- 8.45 am and 10.15 - 11.00 am. Besides serving for the 
dining hall, we also have to go boxes. Also, for all you 
men out there, consider joining our fraternal organization. 
Contact John Paluszak at 864.497.4804 or email  
jpaluszak@bellsouth.net for more information.

Way of the Cross

Fridays of Lent at 6.00 pm in the church
followed by Lenten Supper in Pazdan Hall

Solemn Vespers

Sundays of Lent at 5.00 pm in the church

Lenten Devotions



CLIENT
 TESTIMONIAL

“I work in construction 
and work is scarce often 
for a variety of reasons. 
Most of the income made 
is automatically applied 
to rent. We’re grateful 
to you all - if we visit the 
pantry, it’s because we’re 
struggling this month. 
Bless you all for this help.”

FOOD DRIVE
in service of Our Lady’s Pantry

sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council #13112
& St Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

Drop off at Our Lady’s Pantry
blue box van in the church parking lot

Monetary donation checks can be made out to Catholic 
Charities. Please note OLP Greenville on the memo line.

Suggested Donations based on current needs

FOOD
CEREAL

COOKING OIL
CONDIMENTS

GRAINS
RICE

FLOUR
GRITS

OATMEAL

CANNED VEGETABLES
PEAS

MIXED VEGETABLES
POTATOES

COLLARD GREENS
YAMS
BEETS

CANNED PROTEIN
PEANUT BUTTER

SPAM

CANNED FRUITS
**Most Needed Category Right Now!

MANDARIN ORANGE
PEAR

PEACH
PINEAPPLE

MIXED FRUIT
FRUIT CUPS
APPLESAUCE

HYGIENE &
HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS

TOILET PAPER
PAPER TOWELS

DETERGENT PODS
TOOTHPASTE

SHAMPOO

Our Lady’s Pantry serves 
approximately 100 families
a month! Your help goes 

directly to families in need. 
On behalf of our clients 

and staff, THANK YOU! Drop off before Masses
on Saturday & Sunday

21-22 February

https://www.charitiessc.org/upstate-office


High School Youth Group
St Mary’s High School Youth Group meets on 
Sundays at 6.00 pm in Pazdan Hall. All high 
school youth and 8th graders who have been 
confirmed are welcome. Contact Chris Ortiz at  
chris.ortiz@smcgvl.org for more information.

Purchase your tickets by Feb. 12     Dine In or Carry Out
Limited tickets available at the door

Adult  $16.00      Child  $8.00
Family  2 adults and 2 children   $45.00

Large Family  2 adults, unlimited children same family  $60.00

Click here to pay online or use the QR Code below.  OR  Pay with check by mail to: SMCCW, P.O. Box 1505,
Greenville, SC 29602 ATTN: Mamma Mia!  Please include email to receive confirmation. Proceeds support
SMCCW’s charitable giving to St. Mary’s.    Questions?  smccwgvl@gmail.com

Spaghetti Supper
Saturday, Feb. 14   Pazdan Hall 

Early seating 5 - 6 pm   Main Seating 6 - 7:30 pm

Sponsored by St. Mary's Council of Catholic Women  &  St. Mary's  Knights of Columbus

You’re invited!
to our 5th Annual Mamma Mia!

2025 Tax Statements
Tax statements are automatically generated through 
your Flocknote account. Login to your account at 
https://smcgvl.flocknote.com/login with the email 
address you have registered with at St Mary’s. Please 
contact Jennifer Anderson, Director of Finance, at 
jennifer.anderson@smcgvl.org or 864.679.4102 
with questions. Thank you.

St Mary’s School Job Openings

St Mary’s Catholic School
is accepting applications

for the following positions
for the 2026-2027 school year.

St Mary’s Catholic School is a two-time National Blue Ribbon 
School with a 125 year history of academic excellence and 
currently serves 319 students in grades K3 through 8. St 
Mary’s is served by both the Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia 
as well as a team of experienced, dedicated lay teachers, 
and offers a wonderful work environment and a welcoming, 
familial atmosphere.

Full-Time First Grade Teacher - The ideal candidate 
would be a practicing Catholic, experienced, passionate for 
elementary education, with excellent classroom management 
and high expectations for student achievement. Salary is highly 
competitive and is based on years of experience and level of 
education completed.

Computers & Technology Teacher - The ideal candidate 
would be a practicing Catholic, experienced, passionate about 
technology and elementary education, with excellent classroom 
management and high expectations for student achievement. 
Computers & Technology classes meet once per week for 
students in grades 1 through 8. Students are exposed to proper 
typing technique, MacOS, Microsoft Office, Google’s suite of 
apps, Hour of Code, and more. There is considerable flexibility 
for a qualified and experienced teacher to implement a wide 
variety of technology-based lessons and projects across all 
grade levels. Salary is highly competitive and is based on years 
of experience and level of education completed.

Full-Time Spanish Teacher - The ideal candidate would be 
a practicing Catholic, fluent in Spanish, and experienced in 
elementary education. Candidates must be able to work well with 
children of all ages, successfully manage large classes, provide 
the necessary rigor in high school-credit courses, and possess the 
enthusiasm and energy necessary to help students thrive.

Elementary & Early Childhood Teaching Assistants - The 
ideal candidate would be a practicing Catholic with prior 
experience working with children. Candidates must be able 
to work well with children, accept supervision and guidance 
from the lead teacher, and possess the enthusiasm and energy 
necessary to help young students thrive. This position is paid 
hourly and no teaching license or certification is necessary.

Please email cover letter, resume, and references
to Principal Steven Zimmerman

at principal@smcgvl.org.

Sewing Ministry

The group will meet Tuesday 17 & 24 February 
from 10.00 am - 12.00 pm in Sacred Heart Hall. 
Please contact Judith Hogg at judyh75@att.net or 
864.438.1017 for more information.

St Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

https://smcgvl.flocknote.com/signup/240657


St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

Scholarship
St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

Scholarship
St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women

established this scholarship award in 1998 to
support young Catholic women of our parish
in their post high school academic endeavors

including university, community college or
technical school.

APPLY TODAY

smccwgvl@gmail.com
Questions?

APPLICATION LINK

BASIC INFORMATION

Recipient receives a one time award
to be used towards tuition, books, etc.   

Female graduating senior in 2026 and
member of St. Mary’s parish with plans

to continue her education. 

April 15, 2026

$2,000 AWARD

ELIGIBILITY

 APPLICATION DEADLINE

Scholarship Application

Scholarship
Amount Increased

to $2,000 for
2026 Grads

This year’s event will feature a silent and live auction, 
gourmet food by Table 301, open bar, live music by 
Randomonium, and more! We invite you to review this 
year’s Gala sponsorship opportunities and prayerfully 
consider providing an anchor of support. Visit https://
smsgvl.org/wp-content/uploads/St-Marys-2026-Gala-
Sponsorship-Opportunities.pdf to learn more.

Sponsorships may be paid via check payable 
to “St Mary’s Catholic School” or online at  
https://smsgala2026.givesmart.com/ (please consider 
covering the credut card fee). Please contact Gala 
Chair Sarah Ratcliff at sarah.ratcliff@smcgvl.org with 
questions. Thank you for supporting our school!

https://e.givesmart.com/events/KJO/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmcgvl.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FSMCCW-Scholarship-Application-2026.docx
https://stjeromesociety.substack.com


Lenten
Vespers

at St Mary’s

Sundays at 5 pm
in the church

22 February
First Sunday of Lent

1 March
Second Sunday of Lent

8 March
Third Sunday of Lent

15 March
Fourth Sunday of Lent

22 March
Fifth Sunday of Lent

29 March
Palm Sunday

Thirty minutes of peaceful prayer and sacred silence.
Sung by the Schola Cantorum. Join us and bring a friend.

Dr Adam Pajan, Director of Sacred Music   u   Fr Jay Scott Newman, Pastor



St Mary’s Religious Education 

Religious Education Grades 1-8
NO RE CLASSES THIS WEEK 
attend Ash Wednesday Service as a family
Classes meet on Wednesday from 6.30pm – 7.30pm. 
Next Monthly Parent meeting 4 March

Sunday Mornings for 3 & 4 Year Olds
NO Preschool Classes this week

Class meets Sunday at 9:00 am in the K-4 Classroom in 
Sacred Heart Hall

For More Information  
Contact Linda Jackson  

St Mary’s Religious Education

Classes for Easter 2026 meet at 6.15 pm on Wednesdays in McGrady Hall (church undercroft). 

Visit https://smcgvl.org/christian-formation/intro-to-catholicism/ for more information.

Contact Deacon John at john.heuser@smcgvl.org for details on becoming a Catholic.



Church Donation Information

EFT Donation
St Mary’s offers Electronic Funds Transfer through 
the parish website as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offertory donation. 

EFT donation options:
Direct Debit Donation - automatically transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account.

Credit & Debit Card Donation - make offerings 
automatically on a pre-determined schedule using a 
credit or debit card.
 

Visit the ‘Make a Gift’ link on
the homepage of our parish website.

Mail-In Donation

Contributions can be mailed
to the parish office: 

St Mary’s Catholic Church
111 Hampton Avenue
Greenville, SC 29601

Thank you for your generosity and support.

Baptism Class
Prior to having a child baptized at 
Saint Mary’s, you must have been 
registered in the parish for at least 
six months, attending Sunday Mass 
each week, using the stewardship 

envelopes, and participating in the life of the parish. Baptisms 
take place on Saturdays at 6.15 pm after the 5.00 pm Mass. 
Attending a Baptism Preparation Class is required and may 
be attended prior to the birth of your child. The next class 
is Monday 16 March at 6.30 pm. Contact Patrick Ford at 
patrick.ford@smcgvl.org to register.

Offertory Envelopes and the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage

If you no longer receive weekly 
stewardship envelopes in the mail, 
you may have been marked as 
Inactive within our parishioner 
database. No matter how often you 

come to Mass at St Mary’s, you are not considered an Active 
member of the parish unless you are registered here, attending Mass 
here each Sunday, and using the stewardship envelopes to fulfill 
two separate purposes: a) making your offertory contributions and 
other gifts, and b) establishing an attendance record. 

Active member status in our database is essential for 
requesting the following:
 u  Parishioner tuition in the school 
 u  Endorsement to serve as a sacramental sponsor for 
     Baptism or Confirmation
 u  Baptism, Confirmation, or Marriage (for oneself or 
     for one’s children, either here at St Mary’s or in 
     another parish) 

If you use electronic transfer to make your offertory contribution 
and other gifts, simply check the box for EFT on the empty 
envelope and then drop it in the collection plate. All envelopes 
in the collection are recorded in our parish database.

Once six months elapses without any envelopes or online 
donations received, the account is marked as Inactive and 
envelopes are no longer distributed. To begin receiving 
stewardship envelopes again, please email Sarah Perkins at 
sarah.perkins@smcgvl.org.

Spiritual Direction
St Mary’s has three certified Catholic Spiritual Directors 
available for individual spiritual direction. Contact Deacon Tom 
Whalen at thomas.whalen@smcgvl.org.

https://vocations.charlestondiocese.org

Lord Jesus, send the Diocese of 
Charleston  more priests, deacons, 
sisters, and brothers.  Choose faithful 
men and women from our homes, 
parishes, and schools to serve the 
people of God. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, help those who are called to 
offer a joyful “yes” to God’s invitation. 

Amen

Formed.org
Online resources are available to every member of 
our parish including books, movies, podcasts and 
more. Sign up at https://formed.org/individuals using 
zip code 29601 and click on our parish. Register with 
your name and email address to access the library.



PERPETUAL

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Prince of Peace
“Every time we look at the Blessed Sacrament our place 
in heaven is raised forever.” ~Gertrude the Great

To share a Holy hour with the Lord, contact Lisa Buss at 
adoration@princeofpeacetaylors.org or 864.508.7123. 
All hours are available for adoption, but please consider 
one of the following hours of need (*urgent open hour!):

Monday 12 am,* 6 am & 1 pm
Wednesday 3 pm
Saturday 11 am

Sunday 9 am & 10 am

Diocesan News

Please contact Jessica Thrall at  
jthrall@charlestondiocese.org if

you’re interested in volunteering, donating 
or learning more about any of our programs. 
Visit our website at https://charitiessc.org.

Nationwide Mass Times
If traveling, find mass times at a parish near you.

https://masstimes.org

40 Days for Life
40 Days for Life is an 
international campaign of 
prayer and fasting, public 

vigil at abortion facilities, and community outreach for 
the purpose of ending abortion. You are invited to join 
Christians throughout the Upstate in our spring campaign 
from 17 February through 28 March. Visit https://
www.40daysforlife.com/en/greenville to sign up for local 
events. Please contact Judy at 864.506.0964 or Deacon 
Connor at 828.860.5622 with questions.

Kickoff Rally Tuesday 17 February at 6.30 pm in the 
parking lot of Christ the King Church (1223 Grove Rd). 
Guest speaker Tommy Smith on Abortion - A Man’s 
Perspective. Parking is on the premises. Come and enjoy 
fellowship, refreshments, and draw for door prizes. Bring 
a chair.

Sidewalk Counseling Training Online/virtual training 
and in-person training are both offered. Contact Judy 
864.506.0964 or info@sidewalkadvocatesgreenville.org.

https://www.heartridgeministries.com/motherdaughter.html#/
https://www.heartridgeministries.com/belonging.html#/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/greenville
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SAINT MARY’S CAMPUS MAP
Saint Mary’s Church has nine buildings on nine acres of land, so this map is offered to help you find your way on our campus.

Please note that during the school day, it is not permitted for anyone to walk through the interior section of our campus in order to safeguard the children in our 
care. So if you are visiting the church during a school day, please park in the Washington Street lot at entrances 2 or 3. And if you are visiting the church office, 
please park beside the Baum Center at entrance 5 and walk on Hampton Avenue to our front door. On weekends and any day when school is not in session, please 
park and walk anywhere you like.
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