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Dear Friends in Christ,

The seven Sacraments of the New Covenant are divinely instituted instruments of grace given to the 
Church as the ordinary means of sanctification for believers. Receiving the Sacraments regularly and 
worthily is essential to the life of grace, and for this reason, faithful attendance at Sunday Mass every 
week (serious illness and necessary work aside) and regular Confession of sins are absolutely required 
for a life of authentic discipleship. This is the Third Principle of Evangelical Catholicism.

In the first chapter of his letter to the Ephesians, St Paul teaches us that we exist to live for the praise 
of God’s glory. This is a bold claim! If we exist to praise God, then until we worship Him according 
to the eternal plan of salvation revealed in Jesus Christ, we are not yet living a whole or a holy human 
life. In other words, a person who does not give thanks to God each week in the Most Holy Eucharist 
does not yet fully understand why he exists or how to find his eternal destiny. From the creation of the 
world, the Seventh Day was set aside for us from ordinary occupations so that we could share in the 
covenantal worship which completes and perfects our humanity, and the Passover meal of Israel was set 
by God as a perpetual remembrance of their deliverance from slavery so that they would never return to 
the condition of slaves. In his passion, death, and Resurrection, the Lord Jesus transformed the Passover 
of the Old Covenant into the Eucharist of the New and Everlasting Covenant, and for Christians the 
observance of the Sabbath moved to the Day of Resurrection, the Lord’s Day on which we share each 
week in the Passover of the Lamb of God. But if all this true, why do so many Catholics not attend Mass 
every Sunday? 

I don’t get anything out of it. It’s boring. I don’t like the music. These are among the answers typically 
offered by non-practicing Catholics when asked why they don’t attend Mass each Sunday. But those 
answers reveal a much deeper problem. People who don’t attend Mass because “they don’t get anything 
out of it” are revealing that they are not yet authentic disciples of the Lord Jesus who understand the cost 
of discipleship. We are not called to Mass to get anything; we are called to Mass to give something. In 
fact, we are called to give everything. We must offer our whole lives as a sacrifice of praise in and with 
the sacrifice of Christ, and in so doing we fulfill the command of the Lord Jesus given at the Last Supper: 
“Do this in remembrance of me.” And when once we have learned to worship God in this fashion, then 
we find that we do receive something. We receive divine mercy, the forgiveness of our sins, the light of 
the Gospel to illuminate the mysteries of life, the strength to take up our cross and follow Christ, and 
the nourishment of the Body and Blood of Christ which is the pledge of eternal life and the medicine 
of immortality. And going to Confession whenever needed is Christ’s Easter gift to the Church and an 
essential preparation for our worthy participation in the Eucharist. Since we exist for the praise of God’s 
glory, let’s use the tools He himself has given us to worship Him in spirit and truth.

Father Newman
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        Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone 
        Bishop, Diocese of Charleston 
 
 

                 July 2018 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Pope Pius VII canonically erected the Diocese of Charleston on July 11, 1820. In less 
than two years, we will celebrate the bicentennial of its founding. To give glory to God and 
to mark this momentous occasion the diocese is organizing liturgies, conferences, events, 
displays, videos and more. For this we must rely on donations which can be made during a 
special collection which will be taken up Aug. 12. These funds will help commemorate the 
important accomplishments in our history, support impactful programs, and inspire South 
Carolina’s Catholics to unite as one. 

 
We have much to celebrate in a state that offers countless stories of faith-filled men 

and women who have served and sacrificed, and of the ministry of our great Church. Our 
first bishop, Most Rev. John England, started out with a large territory comprised of Georgia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina. He traveled throughout the territory and immediately 
began to make disciples and history. 

 
We continue to be a diocese of firsts, we had the first Catholic Church in the 

Carolinas and Georgia, the first important American Catholic theoretician of freedom of 
religion and separation of church and state, one of the first permanent deacons to be ordained 
in the United States, and the first Catholic newspaper in the country to name but a few. 

 
Please consider donating to the Aug. 12 collection to help us implement a meaningful 

enterprise for everyone. Your generosity will assist in uniting the people of God as they join 
together in celebrating our history, our present and our future. 

 
Thank you, and may God bless you abundantly. 
 

          Sincerely yours in Christ, 



S

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
Contact T.J. Nielsen, Director of Christian Formation, at timothy.nielsen@stmarysgvl.org or 864.679.4114.

Introduction to Catholicism (Wednesdays 6.30–7.30 pm)  

• Instructor: T.J. Nielsen 

• What is Catholicism? Is the Catholic Faith in the Bible?  Did the Lord Jesus found the 
Catholic Church? Our course called An Introduction to Catholicism is designed to answer these 

and many other questions about the origins of Catholic Christianity and the shape of 

Christian faith and life within the Catholic Church.  

• Contact T.J. Nielsen to register at timothy.nielsen@stmarysgvl.org 

Knowing Jesus (Wednesdays 6.30–7.30 pm) 

• Instructor: Dr. Joe Beauchemin  

• Jesus once asked his disciples, “who do you say that I am?” Answering this question and 
discovering who Jesus is, not only gets to the heart of what it means to be a Christian but 
what it means to be a human being. This course will look at Jesus by examining the 4 gospels 
with the purpose of knowing Jesus theologically and personally. 

• No Registration Required 

Forming Your Moral Imagination (Tuesdays 8.30–9.30 am) 

• Instructors: T.J. Nielsen and Tony Owens  

• It is largely through the properly formed Imagination and the search for Beauty that we come 
to know and love both Truth and Goodness. Join us as we delve into the topic the Moral 
Imagination as exemplified in the works of great Catholic writers such as J.R.R. Tolkien, 
Russel Kirk and Flannery O’Connor, and see how it can serve as an enduring source of 
inspiration that elevates us to first principles as it guides us upwards towards virtue and 
wisdom and redemption.  

•  No Registration Required 

Adult Education at St. Mary’s — Fall 2018 Courses  
All classes begin the first week of September
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Social Ministries at St Mary’s

Social Ministries at St Mary’s is a new addition to our bulletin. In it we will be introduced to members of our 
parish community who are working to make our world a better place by serving those in need. If you or someone 
you know would like to be featured, please contact Deacon John at the Office of Social Ministries below.

Recently studies have begun looking into the effects of loneliness and social isolation on health and 
mortality. The results have been stark: loneliness and isolation are a bigger risk to one’s health then 
smoking or obesity. In fact, a lonely person is significantly more likely to suffer an early death than 

a non-lonely one. One of the best answers to this problem is family: Who then, is my family?

Meet Mike Munafo

For 3 years after retiring Mike was constantly telling himself that he was going to give back some of his 
time by volunteering to help those in need. “It wasn’t until I was asked that I actually answered the call 
that was in my heart those 3 years. I looked at my life and saw someone who was always busy, but wasn’t 
accomplishing anything” Mike told me. Among other things, Mike now spends part of his free time bringing 
Holy Communion to those who are not able to come to mass. “It is such an honor and blessing to carry 
the gift of our Lord to those in need. I am both humbled and privileged to serve our Lord in this ministry. 
Truthfully, I don’t know who gets a greater blessing out of this, me or those who I serve” said Mike.

In the spare time Mike has now that he’s retired, he takes Holy Communion to patients in both Greenville 
Memorial and St. Francis hospitals as well as to a homebound person. Mike told me that he is humbled by 
seeing those spouses and family members who care for their loved one’s week after week while battling life 
threatening illnesses. “When I come into their room, it is not me that they see, but Jesus who I am bringing 
to them. I have been blessed with good health, this ministry is, in some small way, my way of saying ‘Thank 
you’ to the Lord for all he has given to me”.

We, the people of God, are the Church. When we serve those in need, it is the Church, us, the body of Christ, 
who are serving – and it is our family that we serve. There are many in our faith family who, because of 
advanced age, illness, or physical limitations are not able to attend mass. In addition to suffering loneliness, 
in their separation they frequently feel like they are no longer part of the Church community. There is a 
great need for faithful men and women who are willing to spend 1 hour a week, every other week, or just 
one hour a month bringing the gift of the Lord and of the Church to them. 

If you want to learn more about becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, or, if you want to learn 
how to put the skills you have into work helping those in need in our parish or community, please contact Deacon John 
Heuser at john.heuser@stmarysgvl.org or 864.679.4113. Deacon John will help you to get involved, be engaged and 
become a source of blessing as you answer our Lord’s call to serve those in need.



The Members of the St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women
cordially invite

all parishioners to a

Meet and Greet

after all English Masses,

Saturday and Sunday,

25 and 26 August 2018,

in Pazdan Hall.

Scrapbooks will be on display.

View the many projects and services completed by the members.

Sewers are needed for the Sewing Ministry.

Share your talents!

We invite all women to become an active member 

and join us in serving the church and community! 

Refreshments will be served!



PERPETUAL

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

St Mary Magdalene

A key card is required to enter the chapel. If you would like 
to sign up as an adorer or regular visitor, or just visit for the 
day, please come to the St Mary Magdalene parish office 
Monday - Friday, between 9.00 am and 3.30 pm.

Prince of Peace

When my people humble themselves and seek my presence... 
I will revive their land. (2 Chronicles 7.14) Contact Lisa Buss 
at adoration@princeofpeacetaylors.org or 864.508.7123.

All hours are available. Urgent needs are:
Sunday 6 pm	            Thursday 6 pm
Tuesday 11 am	            Saturday 12 am & 3 am
Wednesday 11 am

Greenville Deanery &
Other News

Why You Should Read Dante &
How to Get Started
Learn why popes have called on 
Catholics to read Dante’s Inferno and 
how to get started. Join Nathan Barontini 
for this event on Sunday 26 August from 
3.00-5.00 pm at the Parish Center at St 
Paul the Apostle in Spartanburg.

Holy Dormition Byzantine Rite
Feast of the Dormition

Holy Dormition Byzantine Rite Catholic Mission will 
celebrate externally the Patronal Feast of the Dormition 
(or Assumption) of Mary at 5.00 pm on Sunday 26 August 
at St Rafka Maronite Church. Fellowship will follow in 
the church hall and potluck dishes are invited. For more 
information about the new mission, visit dormition.
weebly.com, follow on Facebook or contact Fr Joseph 
Matlak at frjosephmatlak@gmail.com or 980.785.2764.






