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Entrance Antiphon
Like newborn infants, alleluia, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in 
him you may grow to salvation, alleluia, alleluia.

1 Peter 2.2

Entrance Hymn        At The Lamb’s High Feast

Introductory Rites
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Kyrie

Penitential Act
Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

All strike their breast, saying:

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest    May almighty God have mercy on us,
              forgive us our sins,
              and bring us to everlasting life.

People   Amen.



Gloria
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Collect

First Reading Acts of the Apostles 4.32-35
The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that 
any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. With 
great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great favor was accorded them all. There was no needy person among them, for 
those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of the 
sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed to each 
according to need.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.           People: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 118.2-4, 13-15, 22-24

Let the house of Israel say,
“His mercy endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say,
“His mercy endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say,
“His mercy endures forever.” Response.

I was hard pressed and was falling,
but the Lord helped me.
My strength and my courage is the Lord,
and he has been my savior.
The joyful shout of victory
in the tents of the just. Response.

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done;
it is wonderful in our eyes.
This is the day the Lord has made;
let us be glad and rejoice in it. Response.

Liturgy of the Word
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Second Reading 1 John 5.1-6
Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, 
and everyone who loves the Father loves also the one begotten by him. In this 
way we know that we love the children of God when we love God and obey his 
commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is begotten by God conquers 
the world. And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. Who indeed is the 
victor over the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water 
alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is 
truth.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.            People: Thanks be to God.

Victimæ paschali laudes
(Choir)

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer your thankful praises!

A Lamb the sheep redeems; Christ, who only is sinless,
Reconciles sinners to the Father.

Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.

Speak, Mary, declaring what you saw, wayfaring.
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, the glory of Jesus’ resurrection;

Bright angels attesting, the shroud and napkin resting.
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; to Galilee he goes before you.”

Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning! Amen. Alleluia!
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Homily

Gospel John 20.19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are 
retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I 
will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, 
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it 
into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.   People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Deacon: The Lord be with you.            People: And with your spirit.

Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.   People: Glory to you, O Lord.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord;
blessed are those who have not seen me, but still believe! Response.

Gospel Acclamation
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Profession of Faith  (spoken slowly and reverently)

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

Bow profoundly during these two lines:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

The Bidding Prayers

The Collection
The offering is for the support of the parish.

The Apostles’ Creed is the baptismal profession of faith of the Holy Roman 
Church, which is used in the administration of Baptism and at the renewal of 
our baptismal promises at Easter. For this reason, we use this text throughout 
Lent and Eastertide to profess our faith.



Offertory Hymn That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright

Offertory Antiphon
The Angel of the Lord came down from heaven and said to the women: 
“The One whom you seek has risen, as he said he would,” alleluia, alleluia.

Matthew 28.2, 5, 6

Liturgy of the eucharist
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Offertory Anthem

Priest         Pray, brethren, 
                   that my sacrifice and yours
                   may be acceptable to God, 
                   the Almighty Father.

People        May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
                    for the praise and glory of his name,
                   for our good
                   and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer Over the Offerings

I Will Magnify the Lord        Michael Corfé
I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up and made me to triumph in thy 
salvation.
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Preface Dialogue

Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus



Mystérium Fídei (The Mystery of Faith)

The Great Amen      arr. by Judy Franzen

12



Priest       The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People     And with your spirit.

Priest       At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

People     Our Father, who art in heaven,
                hallowed be thy name;
                thy kingdom come,
                thy will be done
                on earth as it is in heaven.
                Give us this day our daily bread,
                and forgive us our trespasses,
                as we forgive those who trespass against us;
                and lead us not into temptation,
                but deliver us from evil.

Priest       Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
                graciously grant peace in our days,
                that, by the help of your mercy,
                we may be always free from sin
                and safe from all distress,
                as we await the blessed hope
                and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Priest       Lord Jesus Christ,
                who said to your Apostles:
                Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
                look not on our sins,
                but on the faith of your Church,
                and graciously grant her peace and unity
                in accordance with y our will.
                Who live and reign for ever and ever.

People     Amen.

Communion Rite
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Agnus Dei

Priest      Behold the Lamb of God,
                behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
                Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

People     Lord, I am not worthy
                that you should enter under my roof,
                but only say the word
                and my soul shall be healed.
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Communion Antiphon
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, alleluia; and do not be unbelieving 
but believing, alleluia.

John 20.27



An Act of SpirituAl communion

Lord Jesus, I Love you above aLL thIngs. 
how I Long to receIve you wIth my brothers 
and sIsters at the tabLe you have prepared. 

but sInce I cannot at thIs moment receIve you In 
the hoLy sacrament of your body and bLood, 

I ask you to feed me wIth the manna of your hoLy spIrIt 
and nourIsh me wIth your hoLy presence. 

I unIte myseLf compLeteLy to you; 
never permIt me to be separated from your Love. 

amen.
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Psalm 118                      Anglican Chant
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 2 Let Israel now 
proclaim, “His mercy endures forever.” 3 Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, “His 
mercy endures forever.” 4 Let those who fear the Lord now proclaim, “His mercy 
endures forever.” 5 I called to the Lord in my distress; the Lord answered by setting 
me free. 6 The Lord is at my side, therefore I will not fear; — what can anyone do to 
me? 7 The Lord is at my side to help me; I will triumph over those who hate me. 8 It 
is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in rulers. 9 It is better to rely on the 
Lord than to put any trust in rulers. 10 All the ungodly emcompess me; in the name 
of the Lord I will repel them. 11 They hem me in, they hem me in on every side; in the 
name of  the Lord I will repel them. 12 They swarm about me like bees; they blaze like 
a fire of thorns; in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 13 I was pressed so hard that 
I almost fell, but the Lord came to my help. 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation.

Nobis datus                                       Tomás Luis de la Victoria

Communion Motets

Now, my tongue the mystery telling, of the glorious Body sing,
And the Blood, all price excelling, which the Gentiles’ Lord and king,
In a Virgin’s womb once dwelling, for this world’s ransoming.

Given for us, and condescending, to be born for us below,
He, with men in converse blending, dwelt the seed of truth to sow,
Till he closed with wondrous ending, his most patient life of woe.
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Communion Hymn Crown Him With Many Crowns
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Page six: Hubert and Jan van Eyck. Adoration of the Lamb (detail). (1432).

Page twelve: Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Chapel, Clyde, MO.

Page fifteen: Caravaggio. The Incredulity of Saint Thomas. (1601).

Page sixteen: Brother Max Schmalzlann. Christ, Eternal High Priest. (c. 1911). 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration Chapel, Clyde, MO.

Page seventeen: Franz Mayer of Munich. St Mary Help of Christians 
Catholic Church, Aiken, SC. 

Thank you to all parishioners who generously contributed 
to our Easter Memorial Flowers.

During Mass at St Mary’s, the priest and people face the same direction at the altar, a custom 
that was once universal in the Catholic Church but is now rare in the celebration of the modern 
liturgy. For an explanation of this practice, please visit our parish website, www.stmarysgvl.org, 
and look in the section called Parish Links for the essay entitled Facing East to Pray.

Priest        The Lord be with you.
People      And with your spirit.

Priest        May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People      Amen.

Deacon     Go in peace. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People      Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

ConcLuding Rites
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From the office of Readings

for the second sunday of easter

I speak to you who have just been reborn in baptism, my little children in Christ, you 
who are the new offspring of the Church, gift of the Father, proof of Mother Church’s 
fruitfulness. All of you who stand fast in the Lord are a holy seed, a new colony of bees, 
the very flower of our ministry and fruit of our toil, my joy and my crown. It is the words 
of the Apostle that I address to you: Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh and its desires, so that you may be clothed with the life of him whom you 
have put on in this sacrament. You have all been clothed with Christ by your baptism in 
him. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor freeman; there is neither 
male nor female; you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Such is the power of this sacrament: it is a sacrament of new life which begins here 
and now with the forgiveness of all past sins, and will be brought to completion in the 
resurrection of the dead. You have been buried with Christ by baptism into death in order 
that, as Christ has risen from the dead, you also may walk in newness of life.

You are walking now by faith, still on pilgrimage in a mortal body away from the Lord; 
but he to whom your steps are directed is himself the sure and certain way for you: Jesus 
Christ, who for our sake became man. For all who fear him he has stored up abundant 
happiness, which he will reveal to those who hope in him, bringing it to completion when 
we have attained the reality which even now we possess in hope.

This is the octave day of your new birth. Today is fulfilled in you the sign of faith that was 
prefigured in the Old Testament by the circumcision of the flesh on the eighth day after 
birth. When the Lord rose from the dead, he put off the mortality of the flesh; his risen 
body was still the same body, but it was no longer subject to death. By his resurrection he 
consecrated Sunday, or the Lord’s day. Though the third after his passion, this day is the 
eighth after the Sabbath, and thus also the first day of the week.

And so your own hope of resurrection, though not yet realized, is sure and certain, because 
you have received the sacrament or sign of this reality, and have been given the pledge of 
the Spirit. If, then, you have risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. Set your hearts on heavenly things, not the things that 
are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, 
your life, appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.

 - From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop

@       @       @
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From the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

Christos Anesti! (Christ is Risen) Alithos Anesti! (Truly He is Risen) In the Christian East 
these Greek acclamations replace the usual greetings of hello and goodbye during the fifty 
days between Easter and Pentecost, the liturgical season of Eastertide, the first eight days of 
which have a special identity. Today is the eighth day since the Solemnity of the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, and this day in the sacred liturgy has three names: 1) the Octave Day of 
Easter, 2) the Second Sunday of Easter, and 3) Divine Mercy Sunday. 

The number eight has a special liturgical meaning because it is a symbol of the new creation. 
The drama of creation unfolded over seven symbolic days, and the eighth day is the sign 
of God’s pluperfect love revealed in the new creation. This is foreshadowed in the Old 
Covenant through circumcision taking place eight days after birth and is confirmed by the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ taking place on Sunday, both the first day of the week and the 
eighth day. In the liturgical calendar, therefore, the eight days from Easter Sunday until 
today are kept as one festive celebration of the Resurrection, and today completes the eighth 
day or Octave of Easter.

Last Sunday in the sacred liturgy we were asked to renew the promises of our Baptism 
because in the sacrament of Holy Baptism we are washed clean of sin and made a new 
creation equipped for the life of grace by being born again of water and the Holy Spirit. 
Today the Gospel speaks of another sacrament given to the Church for the forgiveness of 
sins - the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation that we commonly call Confession. St 
John tells us that when the Lord Jesus had risen from dead and appeared to the Apostles in 
the Upper Room, “he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.’” In other words, 
the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is the Easter gift of the Risen Lord to his 
Church, and when we fall into sin after Baptism, going to Confession is Christ’s chosen 
means of reconciling us to God, restoring us to full communion with his Church, and giving 
us the peace which surpasses understanding, the peace which the world cannot give.

The Sacrament of Penance is not an option that Catholics are free to choose nor not according 
to their preference. The Sacrament of Penance is the only ordinary way after Baptism for 
mortal sins to be forgiven and for those who are dead in sin to be restored to the new life 
of grace. So on this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us resolve to go to Confession whenever we 
commit grave sin and strive to be instruments of God’s mercy for others so that we may bear 
witness to the truth of the Resurrection. Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!

Father Newman


