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Entrance Hymn        Jesus Shall Reign

Entrance Antiphon
O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are 
majesty and splendor, strength and honor in his holy place.

Psalm 96.1, 6

Introductory Rites
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Kyrie

Penitential Act
Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

All strike their breast, saying:

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest   May almighty God have mercy on us,
             forgive us our sins,
             and bring us to everlasting life.

People  Amen.
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Gloria
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Liturgy of the Word

Collect

First Reading Nehemiah 8.2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, women, and 
those children old enough to understand. Standing at one end of the open place that was 
before the Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybreak till midday, in the presence of 
the men, the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the people listened 
attentively to the book of the law. Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been 
made for the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all the people might see it — for he was 
standing higher up than any of the people —; and, as he opened it, all the people rose. Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people, their hands raised high, answered, “Amen, 
amen!” Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves before the Lord, their faces to the 
ground. Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so that all could 
understand what was read. Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe 
and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: “Today is holy to the 
Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep”— for all the people were weeping as they 
heard the words of the law. He said further: “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and 
allot portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be 
saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength!”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.                People: Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 19.8, 9, 10, 15

The law of the Lord is perfect,
refreshing the soul;
the decree of the Lord is trustworthy,
giving wisdom to the simple. Response.

The precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the command of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eye. Response.

The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true,
all of them just. Response.

Let the words of my mouth 
and the thought of my heart
find favor before you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Response.
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12.12-30
Brothers and sisters: As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the 
body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink 
of one Spirit.

Now the body is not a single part, but many. If a foot should say, “Because I am not a hand 
I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. Or if an 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this 
reason belong any less to the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended. If they were all one part, 
where would the body be? But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I do not need you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need you.” 
Indeed, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and those 
parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with greater honor, and our 
less presentable parts are treated with greater propriety, whereas our more presentable parts 
do not need this. But God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that 
is without it, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may have the 
same concern for one another. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is 
honored, all the parts share its joy.

Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. Some people God has designated in 
the church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then 
gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do 
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?

Lector: The Word of the Lord.          People: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor,
and to proclaim liberty to captives. Response.

Gospel Luke 1.1-4; 4.14-21

Deacon: The Lord be with you.             People: And with your spirit.

Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.     People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Homily

Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among 
us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have 
handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, 
to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
realize the certainty of the teachings you have received.

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the 
whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom  into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the 
attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to 
them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.     People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Profession of Faith  (spoken slowly and reverently)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

Bow profoundly during these two lines:

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Bidding Prayers
The Collection
The offering is for the support of the parish, and envelopes for the Church in 
Latin America may also be placed in this collection.
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Offertory Hymn Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Offertory Antiphon
The right hand of the Lord has struck with power, the right hand of the Lord has exalted me; 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Psalm 118.16, 17
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Priest         Pray, brethren, 
                   that my sacrifice and yours
                   may be acceptable to God, 
                   the Almighty Father.

People        May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
                    for the praise and glory of his name,
                   for our good
                   and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer Over the Offerings

Offertory Anthem

Rejoice in the Lord Always          Anonymous
Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always and again, I say, rejoice. Let your softness be known 
unto all men: the Lord is e’en at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in all prayer and 
supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. And 
the peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. Amen.



Preface Dialogue

Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus
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Mystérium Fídei (The Mystery of Faith)

The Great Amen      arr. by Judy Franzen
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Priest       The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People     And with your spirit.

Priest       At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

People     Our Father, who art in heaven,
                hallowed be thy name;
                thy kingdom come,
                thy will be done
                on earth as it is in heaven.
                Give us this day our daily bread,
                and forgive us our trespasses,
                as we forgive those who trespass against us;
                and lead us not into temptation,
                but deliver us from evil.

Priest       Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
                graciously grant peace in our days,
                that, by the help of your mercy,
                we may be always free from sin
                and safe from all distress,
                as we await the blessed hope
                and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Priest       Lord Jesus Christ,
                who said to your Apostles:
                Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
                look not on our sins,
                but on the faith of your Church,
                and graciously grant her peace and unity
                in accordance with your will.
                Who live and reign for ever and ever.

People     Amen.

Communion Rite



Agnus Dei

Priest      Behold the Lamb of God,
                behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
                Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

People     Lord, I am not worthy
                that you should enter under my roof,
                but only say the word
                and my soul shall be healed.

15
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An Act of SpirituAl communion

Lord Jesus, I Love you above aLL thIngs. 
how I Long to receIve you wIth my brothers 
and sIsters at the tabLe you have prepared. 

but sInce I cannot at thIs moment receIve you In 
the hoLy sacrament of your body and bLood, 

I ask you to feed me wIth the manna of your hoLy spIrIt 
and nourIsh me wIth your hoLy presence. 

I unIte myseLf compLeteLy to you; 
never permIt me to be separated from your Love. 

amen.

Communion Antiphon
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.

Psalm 34.6
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Communion Motets

Ave verum corpus           Edward Elgar
Hail the true body, born of the Virgin Mary: You who truly suffered and were sacrificed 
on the cross for the sake of man. From whose pierced flank flowed water and blood: 
Be a foretaste for us in the trial of death.

Tantum ergo                  Oresto Ravenello
Down in adoration falling, Lo! the sacred Host we hail,
Lo! o’er ancient forms departing Newer rites of grace prevail;
Faith for all defects supplying, Where the feeble senses fail.

To the everlasting Father, And the Son Who reigns on high
With the Holy Ghost proceeding Forth from Each eternally,
Be salvation, honor, blessing, Might and endless majesty. Amen.
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Communion Hymn Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word
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Concluding Rites

Priest       The Lord be with you.
People     And with your spirit.

Priest       May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People     Amen.

Deacon    Go in peace.
People     Thanks be to God.

During Mass at St Mary’s, the priest and people face the same direction 
at the altar, a custom that was once universal in the Catholic Church but 
is now rare in the celebration of the modern liturgy. For an explanation of 
this practice, please visit our parish website, www.stmarysgvl.org, and look 
in the section called Parish Links for the essay entitled Facing East to Pray.

Page five: David Martin. Ezra Reads the Book of the Law. (17th century).

Page six: Illuminated initial from the Ferial Psalter, Spain. (c. 1485).

Page seven: Detail of fresco in the Visoki Decani Monastery, Kosovo. (14th century).

Page eleven: Lorenzo Monaco. From an antiphonary. (13th century).

Page thirteen: Tissot. The Communion of the Apostles. (19th century).

Page sixteen: King David from The Westminster Psalter, London. (c. 1200).
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From the office of Readings

for the third sunday of the year

Christ is always present to his Church, especially in the actions of the liturgy. He is present in 
the sacrifice of the Mass, in the person of the minister (it is the same Christ who formerly offered 
himself on the cross that now offers by the ministry of priests) and most of all under the Eucharistic 
species. He is present in the sacraments by his power, in such a way that when someone baptizes, 
Christ himself baptizes. He is present in his word, for it is he himself who speaks when the holy 
Scriptures are read in the Church. Finally, he is present when the Church prays and sings, for he 
himself promised: Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in their midst.

Indeed, in this great work which gives perfect glory to God and brings holiness to men. Christ is 
always joining in partnership with himself his beloved Bride, the Church, which calls upon its Lord 
and through him gives worship to the eternal Father.

It is therefore right to see the liturgy as an exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ, in which 
through signs addressed to the senses man’s sanctification is signified and, in a way proper to each 
of these signs, made effective, and in which public worship is celebrated in its fullness by the 
mystical body of Jesus Christ, that is, by the head and by his members.

Accordingly, every liturgical celebration, as an activity of Christ the priest and of his body, which 
is the Church, is a sacred action of a preeminent kind. No other action of the Church equals its title 
to power or its degree of effectiveness.

In the liturgy on earth we are given a foretaste and share in the liturgy of heaven, celebrated in the 
holy city of Jerusalem, the goal of our pilgrimage, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God, 
as minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle. With the whole company of heaven we sing 
a hymn of praise to the Lord; as we reverence the memory of the saints, we hope to have some part 
with them, and to share in their fellowship; we wait for the Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ, until he, 
who is our life, appears, and we appear with him in glory.

By an apostolic tradition taking its origin from the very day of Christ’s resurrection, the Church 
celebrates the paschal mystery every eighth day, the day that is rightly called the Lord’s day. On 
Sunday the Christian faithful ought to gather together, so that by listening to the word of God and 
sharing in the Eucharist they may recall the passion, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus and 
give thanks to God who has given them a new birth with a lively hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. The Lord’s day is therefore the first and greatest festival, one to be set 
before the loving devotion of the faithful and impressed upon it, so that it may be also a day of joy 
and of freedom from work. Other celebrations must not take precedence over it, unless they are 
truly of the greatest importance, since it is the foundation and the kernel of the whole liturgical year.

- From the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of the Second Vatican Council
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From the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

This Tuesday, 25 January, is the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, the Church’s annual celebration 
of the day when Saul of Tarsus met the Lord Jesus on the Damascus Road — an event that changed 
Saul’s life and the history of the world. 25 January is also each year the final day in a Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, an observance that begins on 18 January, the date in the old liturgical calendar which 
was the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter. So, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was devised to run 
between the twin feasts of the symbol of Peter’s authority to teach and Paul’s conversion to Christ, and 
this placement in the liturgical calendar shows us how Christian unity is to be found: through continuing 
conversion to the truth of the Gospel proclaimed authentically and authoritatively by the apostolic office 
of the Church.

In praying for Christian unity, we are asking God to restore full ecclesial communion to our separated 
brethren (both Orthodox and Protestant) in the one, true Church. But the restoration of that unity will be 
a world-historical event brought about only by the action of the Holy Spirit, and there is little that any 
of us can do to contribute directly to that lofty goal. There is, however, another dimension of Christian 
unity to which we can contribute personally, and it is both utterly simple and extremely difficult: we can 
each live in full communion with the Lord Jesus and his holy Church and do our best to show others 
how to do the same. This we do by radical conversion, deep fidelity, joyful discipleship, and courageous 
evangelism.

@ Do I believe and profess everything the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches and proclaims to be 
revealed by God? Do I believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are inspired by 
God and contain no errors in matters of faith and morals? Do I believe that the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church is an authentic compendium of the saving doctrine of the Lord Jesus and a faithful statement 
of Catholic teaching in full keeping with Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition? Do I surrender my 
intellect and will in the obedience of faith to the Gospel transmitted in and by the Catholic Church?

@ Do I live according to the saving truth of the Gospel? Do I attend Mass every Sunday and holy day 
of obligation? Do I confess my sins regularly in the Sacrament of Penance? Do I bear witness to Christ 
by my manner of life and my behavior, both personal and professional? If married, am I married in the 
Catholic Church, or if not, do I refrain from receiving the sacraments? Do I make decisions, especially 
difficult decisions, according to the mind of Christ or simply according to my own wisdom? Do I live 
according to the Ten Commandments and Christ’s Law of Love?

Believing and behaving lead to belonging. If I want to belong to Christ and his Church fully and faithfully, 
then I must believe the truth of God’s Word and behave according to the truth of the Gospel by grace 
through faith. As the Church concludes the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity this Tuesday, let us be 
guided by Peter’s faith and Paul’s conversion to be committed Catholics and true witnesses to Christ.

Father Newman


